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The ancient hidden Art of Archemie: 
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| $) £1 Firſt written by the learned and rare 


p Li Philoſopher of our Nation Gx oxGE R1vP- 
"SM LEY, formctime Chanon of Bridlmpron in 


| VR SE ZARM Torkrſhyre: & Dedicated to K, EDvyARD 
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., {to the King, his Vifion, his Wheele, & other 
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| TO THE MOST HIGH 
and Mightte PRINCESSE, 
EL1zABET Hbythe grace 

of GOD QVEENE of 


Envland, Fraunce,8 1 re- 
| land, Detender of the 
| faith, &c. 
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[error ren» WY | £74010, ſacred 
1 SOVERAIGNE: 
calling eften to re= 
membraunce, bow 
miraculouſly it ple= 
ſedthe e-lmightte 
manie waies to pre« 
ſerme C aefina your 
MAIESTI1IE,.12 
the tame of late do- 
met icall perſecutt- 
| on, from the merci- 
SZ fſe hands of refs 
* burcherly murthes 
rers, Who n0t onely ſanght all Loceaf ons by ſpilling your H 1 Gu- 
N ESSE i7nocent blood, tobercaze this Kingdome, and vs all, 

(that fince hane liucd vader your regal, proiheruus, ana bappie 
Gonernment ) of fo rare and preciousalewell, as Nature hath 
not at anie time toany Nation elſe \pnere, affoorded the like; 

but alſo proſecuted with ſword, fire, bani; bment. or ( at the leaFt ) 
freight impriſoument all ſuch As 2p” Fa a" reipett fanoured by 
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TheEpiſtle 
our H1Gnnwmss or in anie ſort caft their eye once toward 


the Orient, Where the bright ſplendent beamea of your incompa- 
rable MAIESTIE, lightneth our Horizon, tothe comfort and 


conſolation of mane thouſands afflicted, —_— toy of the 


whole Realme,uerie fewe perſons excepted, whoſe bleared eye be= 
ing daJeled therewith, ſought palbable darkneſſe, to anode the 
cleare light then ariſing With the rare Comet or incomparable 
day ſtarre of your mot excellent M a 1x $T1 EE vnto vs : Whoſe 
piercing rayes hath ſince like the Sunne beames both aisperſed all 
grofſemiits and fogges of ignorance,error, & blinde ſuperSFition, 
and Wit hall ſo comforted and nouriſned the plant of infallible 
truth of the Gofpell, (first takingroote in this Landin the ſhort 
Raigne of the peereleſſe Prince E, Dvy ARD the ſixt your M A- 
1 ESTI ES Brother,of most rare expeitation and famous me- 
rorie ) as the [ame being now ſprung vp to aperfett treeof ſuch 
full groath,that the branches thereof Lane ſpread themſelues long 
and Vide manie \vaies oner other Empires, King domes & States, 
manger the Dixell,the Pape, the Ring of Spaine,\With all their 
fraterntie, conſorts, leazuers, and adherents, or other their Mi- 
niſters, ſpreaders and maintainers of lies;, under the ſheker and 
conert of which flouriſhing Palme,all true Chriſtians hane been, 
are, and (T hope) long ſhall be (by the continuance of your M a« 
IESTIES mo#t. bountifuull and gracious efpeciall fauor) pro 


tefted and ſhrowaed, from the burning heate of the ſharpe per(e- 


entionsof all malicious Enemies thereof : the Which GOD of 
hu great mercie graunt,, Pondering I ſay (moFt high and 
mightie PRINCES88E) the manijold immment dangers, your 
facred M A1ltsT1 t by the omnipstent wonder full pronidence, 
of eAlmightie GO D, with more than humane vertue, and 
feminine patience ſuit ained; & in the end (Ccontrarie to all ex« 
pettation) eſcaping the rave, farie, tyrannicall attempts, and ſe« 
cret dixeliſhpraitiſes of your H1iGnNesst mortall Enemaes, 
Cotter profeſſed unreconcileable aduerſaries) to the eternal truth: 
Whereof my ſelft Was an eye witnefſe, and ſo farre priuie of ome of 
the moſt miſchienous intended conſpiracies, as for my faithfullitt« 
Aenours by ſuch rare ſecrete ſeruices as Were by mee effeted to 
| prenent 
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Dedicatorte. 
prenent the ſame; [taſted (amongſt the reſt of ſuch as then hos. 


noured,reuerenced,and of bounden duetie loved your M A1E $- 
TIES rarevertues) ſo great extremitie of impriſonment, & 0= 
ther hard vſage many Waye,as ſcaping with life, (by timely and 
bappy alteration of theſtate)I felt long after the pames of thoſe 
torments, whereby my health m xx, yeares after Was extreamly 
empayred : But When} conſider on the other ſide withall, the 
ftrange and miraculous Heroicall Attions both martiall &+ pox 
litick which haue been ( ſince in the time paſt of your H 1 G u- 
N ESSE moſt proſperons raigne ) beyond all expectation perfor= 
med with ſinguler gouernment and incomparable magnanimitie, 
farre paſſing all humane Wwiſedome and mans force (whereof po- 
fteritie ſhall want no due recordes of Worthy Regiſters ) I can 
not but forget ak forrow, &- exceedingly reioyce, aſſuring & per 
ſwading my ſelf G O D hath ordainedyour MaltsTIE to 
accompliſh yet farre greater matters for his glory and your one 
eternall memory than time hath yet reuealea: for the better ac 
compliſhment whereof, enery dutifull ſubiect and good Patriots 
ought mn time of tranquillitie to prepare and furnſh themſelues 
according to their ſenerall gifts, abilities, and different faculties: 
to further and ſet forth a worke ſo great a ts likely to fall out by 
allcoſequence of reaſon in this —_— AIESTIES 05 bap- 
py raygne, vz, the Nobilitie With learning iuagement and ex- 
perience, for counſelland aduice,as well for warlihe diſcipline as 
for cauill gouernment, for that the one cannot long continue with 
out the other: Gentleme with ingenzous deniſes and ſtratagems 
of warre both for ſea and land,and the wholeSouldiorie of all ſorts 
with attiutie,and the pratliſe of ſuch ſortes of weapons as they 
fhall adartt themſelues vnto,or be found fit to ſerue wit hall where 
by every man of what dzgree or quatity ſoener profeſſing the Wars, 
may in time of ceſſations of Armes,ſome m one ſorte, ſome in an 
ether ,inable themſelues for the defente of their (ountrey, againſt 
they ſhalbe imployesd;for without appoyntment & calling, no man 
ought tointruae or offer hinſelfe, in ſuch ſorte as 15 noVy too com-= 
monly v/ed, Which is the cauſethat ſo many audations inſuffici= 


ent bliade bayardes are ſet a worke: Whileft the modeſt , 5hilfall, 
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The Epiſtle 

and experienced line retired, attending their vocation by the 
Magiſtrate: of which number 1 profiſſe my ſelfe in my facultis 
to bee one, Who bauing theſe fortie yeares amongſt many 
ther moſt commendable exerciſes and inuentions of ſo warkke 
Engines, found out diners aeniſes of rare ſernice, both for Sea 
and land , ſome whereof (whoſe charge exceeded not my ſmall 
ebilitie ) 1 baue performed and maat the vſe thereof knowerns 
unto many my henoxrable , skilfall and experienced good 
uendes at home, and to ſome Princes beyonde the Sears, 
whevreef tgnoraunt perſons hauing by chaunce light on ſome 


Afodules or Patterns of ſmall importance qmperf*i#, haue 


wvainely arrogated the inuention vnts themſelues, not know = 


Ing in any ſorte theſe and force thereof in ſernice, making therby 
great aduantage ts themſelucs by abuſirg ſuperiour eAuthoritie 
With theſe tmperfetT firſt Elements of my preparations to greater 
matters, ſupplying the laments and effects thereof, by their fir= 
maluy,and mellicrou frinolous diſcourſes, Wwherin there 15 no ſub= 
ſtance to any purpoſe: ſeeking to reape thereby the fruttes of my 
chargeable and painefull labours; & my name in the meane time 
neuer once brought m queſtzon: Such 1s and hath beexe the its 
olent, and ſhameles boldnes of ignorant per ſons mn all times fit to 
be reſtrayned leaſt greater miſchiefis and inconneniences enſue 
thereby,when occaſion requireth due trial to be made of their 
ſufficiencie,and the right vſe.of theſe rare Experiments , But to 
leaue (moſt oratiomSOVERATGNE) the conſideration of 
theſe important cauſes wnto the deepe Wiſedome and diſcreete 
proutdence of your H1 GHNEs oWne careful foreſight, and 
the ordering and reformation thereof to ſuch as are in authorities 
end toreturne tomy purpoſe, among many ſtudious inuenti- 
ons, Whereunto I haue bent my minac as well for the ſeruice of 
my countrie, When time ſhall ſerue, as for mine owne ſatiſſaftion; 
Looking withall into ſome parte of the rare inſcrutable ſecrets 
of naturall Phloſophie, and falling ſometimes to the charges 
able, paynefull,and fruiteles pratliſe thereof, by diſtillation,and 


other tranſmutation of Plants, Hearbs Stones and IMineralls of 


all ſores: ayming at that MARE, Which many learned and grea- 


Dedicatorie. 


ter Clearks than my ſelfe haue ſhot at, and yet miſſed? haue not<, 
withſtanding by the way light(to my ſinguler catentment) on in» 
ite rare concluſions,both profitable, pleaſant, and ſerniceable; 
fo that although my ſimple $kill could not attame to ſuch per fictt= 
on, 4s deſired, yet hane [no cauſe to repent me any Way of my 
trauells therein umployed but rather great occaſion to lament me 
of my long diſcontinuance from the ſame, by loſſe of many yeares 
[pent wnprofitably in alaborinth of law ſuites , and priate con- 
tention wit h men of verie great abilitie,and better friended than 
my elſe, wherein now utterly wearyed, and worne out of heart, 
through the greatnes of my aduerſarics parſs and friendes , 7 
am now forced for want of abilitie , after ten yeares chargeable 
ſuite , to relinquiſh the ſame, and toreturne tothoſe my deletta- 
ble fludies and ſeruiceable exerciſes againe , as well to digeſt 
melancholick conceipts, asto keepe olae age from ſuch extream 
Wants, as the iniquitie of times,the tedious greenance by delayes, 
the ſtriuing againſt ſtrog armeswil bring ;the leaſt ableto weary 
a far Wwelthier man+han my ſelfe, hoping yet to reconer ſome parte 
. of my loſt time, and (if abilitie altogether faile me not before 
T die, ) to make vntoyour Ml attsT1 E ſomerare Preſent by 
experiments Chimicall or Martiall, ſuch as hitherto hath 
not been performed by any other . Wherefore ( moſt gracious 
SoOvERA1 GNE)defiring hencefoorth roemploy the reſt of my 
ſhorte courſegsn more ſerious ſorte, tothe ſeruiceof GO D, your 
M a1 tsT 1 Endmy Countrey,& by all meanes I can poſſible 
to profit ſome Wayes this Royall king dome and State, (Wherein I 
hane lined theſe threeſcore years and more )lam belde to publiſh 
this rare Worke of learned Ripley vnder your M ATESTIES 
protettion for the inſiruttion and airettion of all ſtudentes, 
and louers of the ſecreat Myſteryes of naturall- Philoſoophie; 
: deliuering moſt compendiouſly the hidden eArte and high 
: eyſterie of making the Philoſophers Stone, ( ſought for 
| by many thouſandes mn all ages, but founde of very fe\ve, 
4 and they ſach a4 rapte with the excellency thereof, haxe 
| in contempt of tne worlae , retired themſelues from come 
107. 
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The E piltte, 
mar ſacietie keeping the ſame moſt ſecret tothemſelues eſt eeming 
the world not worthy of {6 precious a Tewell, For the certainrig 
and probabilitie whereof if any ſhall bee deubtfiull let them adui- 
ſealy reade throughly this work,and afterwards peruſe the doings 
of ſuch other our worthy countrey men 44 hae Written moſt lea 
nedly therof,as Frier Bac6, John Pauper, Sir Thomas Norton 
knight,John Garland, > eſpecially MM. Doftor Dec in bis Mo- 
nas Hycrogliphica,and many others moſt plainly teaching the 
{ame,vyhoſe depth of learning Theoricall if it were yet executed 
by any experienced practitioner,l goubt not but your MA TE $« 
T x E ſhould ſhortly ſee that Which the World thinketh Tagged) onde 
fo be Aniticalor 2 arndif 1 had bin ſo fortunate as to baue ſpent theſs 
ſeanen yeares paſt in one of your MA1rtsTIE Smanfold fruit- 
eſſe ſtll-bouſes:f durſt before this time haue preſumed topromiſe 
more of my ſelfe than? will ſpeak of, which diſability through my 
foreſaid troubles, noW ſuffer me not to performe in ſach ſorte as 1 
— baue beſt leaſure to doein my old age,but I hope(the pre= 
miſe conſidered,my dutifull good will, + affettion to my country 


1m gining incouragement and mean vnto others by publicatio of 


thu moſt learned Author)will be taken in good parte, the rather 
being patrenized by your ſacred M AIESTIE, againſt all ye. 
nym0us darts of the enuious & malicious tungs ,of ſuch who be« 
ing ignorant themſelues of all good ſciences would othervviſe ma- 
ligne the per fections & vertuous indeuours of the well deſeruing, 

T hus hoping your M A1EST 1 E will of your accuſtomed cle= 
mencie,accept of this my preſent as a pledge of my fidelity and du- 
tifull 2eale to your M A1lESTIE, bumbly craving pardon for 
my boldnes, I ceaſe to be further troubleſome,daylie praying tothe 


- Almighty long to continue your M Ar EST 1 Es moſt proſperous 


Raigne oxer vs,With great increaſe of bonour,and felicitie,to his 


glory, untill double Neſtors yeares. 


Your M a12$STIEsmoſt loyall ſabiet, 


 RAPH RABBARDES; 
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To the right Honourable, Wor- 


ſhipfull , and worthy Gentlemen 
of Enolaud,and other learned #5 indu- 


ftrious Students in the ſecrets of 
Philoſophie, 


I Aung reſerued the Copie hereof (Right Hos 
28 {4 norable, and gentle Readers ) theſe fortie 
2 þ] yearesfor many ſecrete vſes,correRted by the 
/ Y: moſt learned of our time,and feeling my ſelf, 
= now through age declining, and otherwiſe 
hyndred with troubleſome ſuites inlaw, which coflrained 
me to diſcontinew theſe andjuch other comendable prac- 
tiſes, for the bznefite and defence of my Pi1nce and Coun- 
trie: I haue thought good copubliſh the ſame, the rather 
for thatthere are but a few copies left, and thoſe for the 
moſt parte corrupted by negligence, or miſtaking of igno- 
rant writers thereof: Being partly encouraged hereunto 
by the learned Pluloſopher Seneca, who accomprerh it 
an ACt meritorious to preſerueor reuiue Science from the 
Cind:rs,and to eternize yertuous afts with perpetual me- 
morie: Finding it ſtrange, that ſo excellent a Monument 
as thismoſt rareand learned worke of George Ripley,ſhould 
ſo lone lye hidden in obſcuritie, & pafle tgo hand to hand 
a hundrethand fiitie yeares without vtter defacing; ſee- 
ing that many notabie works publiſhed, haue in far ſhorter 
tine periſhed, fiel;uredin the time oft king Edwardthe 4, 
& Richard the v{urper,in great fame & eſtimation , for his 
rare knowledge in theſeſecrets; And tovtter his further 
comendatio ina yord;ifchis his Worke be peruſed withrthe 

ee 
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The Preface. 


eyeof indgement, and prattiſed by thoſe thatare experi- 
enced, I {hall not neede to feare the loſle ofmy labour, 
when ſomeof my Countriemen which cannot attaine vn. 
to the h1gheſt hidden myſteric, thall yet inde many things 
both pleaſantand profitable , diuers wayes ſeruiceable to 
Kingdomes,States,and Common weales: And it oneamog 
tenne thouſand can hitt:the marke, (whereat the whole 
worlde hath aymed) we ſhall not hereafter neede to ſecke 
out the Sandes of Ganges, for that which lyeth hid in the 
ſecrets of Ripley : which I offer here to theyieyw ofthe lear- 
ned, and haue preſumed the publiſhing hercof, chiefly for 
the benefite of my Countrey men;and eſpecially to ſatiſhe 
. theoften & importunate requeſt of many my learned good 
frieds,not doubting butthae the skilfull wil yeelde memy 
due, howſoeuer the 12norant {hal eſteeme therof:whichif I 
' ſhall finde tobe accepted according to my good meaning, 
I ſhall therby be farther encouraged to imparteſomeother 
rare experiments of Diſtillations and Fire-workes of great 
ſeruice, not hitherto committed in writing or put 1n prac- 
tiſe by any of our nation; although of late ſome meere toes 
haue beene highly admired, and extraordinarily rewarded: 
The charge whereof will be found vtterly loſt , when per- 
fe tryall ſhall be made of their (lender yſe and force. To 
conclude, [f this my good intent ſhalbe anſyerableto your 
expectations, haue obteined the fulnes of my deſires. - 


Yours in the furtherance 
of Science, 


Raph Rabbards. 
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Thomas Newtonus Ceſtreſhyrivs. 


| Lehbymics inda 8414 arcana Georgius arts 

C hremata Riplazus,rari m1irands reliquit 

Ingeny monumenta ſai,que nulla Setuitas 

Excact aut putrt peterit ſepelire Seterno, 
Tlotrs nemo manibeis m JSTeria tantds 
Tracet,at Rerreticam Generetur yevorrutes, 
Hance Plato diuimns tordus Gocat ,aurea N aſo 
Vellera, £5 aVigit mals aurea ſepta dracone. 
L andibus hanc mults; celebrant Mirandula, Lulle, 
Geber, Autcenna, Hippocrates, Morienus, Aqumas, 
Dis Scotts, Arnalazs, Vincentins, Oldradus, Hermes, 
Plimms, Alberts, Ficirs, Cuba, V, aleſcia, , 
Euftathins, Suidas, Maro, Zoſrmus, Haly, Baconas, 
Rhaſus, Ariftoteles, Roſinrus, Petrecs ipſe Aponenſis, 
Complureſa, aly : cunttt alme huic grata Sophie 
KMmnr.era perſoluant, lingua, animiſa, bemgnis. 
Thomas Newton, 
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in praiſe 0 
and his Worke. 
Oc here a Worke,contcining rare eftects, 
Replcate with1ipeſt frutes of Ryp/cys toyle, | 
Whole mellowed ſauour ſtudious mindes direfts 
Tattaine theskill that may enrich their ſolle : 
And though his Booke be carped at by Zoule, 

Yetdoth the ſame comprize ſuch depth of Art, 

As makcs his fame cternizd by defart, 


Thelcarned will (no doubt) delight therein, bs 

And thcir delight will draw them on toskill : 

Admit the ſimple force it nota pin, 

So much the more the wiſe embrace it will, 

Who ſeckes by Arte toclymbe vp Honors hill, = 
Toſuch perteynes this precious Stone diuine, 
For pealc are fitter farre,than Peatle for Swine. 


Tam Arte, quam Marte, 
” 2 


P. Bales Gent, in commendation 


of the Author, and his tWelue gates : 
Oraerly ſet doWyn in the 12.laſt verſes. 


Rauntto me Huyſe nine,& thou moſt ſacred Apollo, 
(grim ina vaine ofa lofty verſe, I may be reporter 
Ofthe renowmed skil toy world by Rypley reucaled: 
Which ina Book tituled by the name of Alchymie compoiid 
He to the King Edward of England fourthfro the coqueſt, 
Writt inaverte pithily,with his had yery worthily penzd, 
(teacheth, 
Twelue chapiters did he write, by the firſt to Calcine he 
And by the next readily priute Dyſſolurion handleth: 
To Seperate Eliments v ery plaine by thethird he declareth, 
Andby the fourth (as1n wariage) {onmnttion ordreth:; 
To Parrifie moſt kindly the ſeede by the 5.he pronounceth: 
And by thefixrt chapiter true (ongelation vttereth, 


The followeth by the ſeaueth, how muſt be Civ47:0n vſed, 
But by the next chapiter, ducly Sublemation offered, 
Ninthly the way meaſured, for Fermentation aptly, 

And by the tenth rightly,there 1s Exaltation holden, 
Infinite in numberſhewen how to Multiple leauenthly: 
Laſtly,the work very fitly by cleanly Prozettion eadeth. 


Statuts bons, [ta tuts. 
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The Summe of this VVorke, learnedly 
reduced into theſe few Verſes, by the dine 
Poet Palingenius. 

Vc tuuenem Archadinm ganfidum, nmiumy, fucacem, 

-_ Prenaite, &5 immerſum Stygys occidite Lymphes 

Poit Hyales gremio empoſiturm Des exciprat,quem 

Lemmia terra colt, ſublatumg, im cruce figat ; 

T unc ſepelite Vtero mm calido, C5 difſolurte putrem : 

Cris fiillantes artus de corpore noftro 

Sprritues egrediexs penetrabit : £9 ordine mira, 

Paulatim extindtum nigry rewecabit ab pmbrss, 

Aurata mautum clamyde,argenteg, nitentem : 

Provjcite hunc demum m prunas ,renouabitur alter - 

Vt Phanis : C5 que tanpet, perfedta relinquet 
Corpora,nature iweges E5 federa Grucens : 

Mutabit ſpecys ; paupertatemgy fu gA Fit, 
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$",E.K. concerning the Philoſophers Stone, 
written to his efÞeciall good friend, GS. 


Gent. 


He heauenlie Cope hath in him naturesfower, 
Two hidden, but thereſt to ſightappeare : 


Wherein the Spermes of all the bodies lower 

Moſt ſecret are, yet ſpring forth oncea yeare : 
And as the carth with water Authors arc, 
So of his part is drigcs end of carc. 


No flood ſo great, asthat which floweth till : 

No thing more fixt;than Earth digeſtcd thriſe : 

No winde ſo freſh, as when it ſeructh will : 

No profit more, then keepe in,and be wile : 
No better hap, than drie yp aire to duſt, 
For then thou maiſt leaue of, and ſlcepe thy luſt. 


Yet will I warne thee, leaſt thoa chaunce to faile; 
Sublime thine carth with ſtinking water erſt : 
Then in a place where Pheabms onely tayle, 

Is ſcene at midday, {ce thou mingle bett : 

For nothing ſhineth that doth want his light, 


Nor doubleth beames,valeſle it firſt be bright, 
Y Let 
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Sr. E.K.on the Phil.Stone. 


Let no man lead, vnleſſe he knowe the way, 
T hat wiſe men teach, or Advos leadcthin, 
Whercot the tiiſt is large and caſeſt pray, 
The other hard, and mcane but to begin, 
For ſurely theſe, and no one more is found, 
Whercin poo will his harp ſtrings ſound. 


Examplelearne cf G © D, that plaſte the Skies, 
Reflecting vertues from and t'cueric poynt, 
In which the moouer whereinall thiogs lics, 
Doth hold the vertues all of cuerie ioynt : 
And therefore Efence fift may well be ſaid, 
Contcining all,and yet himſelfea maid. 


Remember alſo how the Gods began, 
And by diſcent who was to cach the Syre : 
Then learne their liucs and kingdomesif thou can, 
Their manners cke, with all their whole attire ? 
Which if thou doe,and knowe to what cefie@, 
Thelcarncd Sophie will thee not reicft. 


If this my Doftrine bend not with thy braine, 
Then fay I nothing,though I ſayd too much : 
Of truth tis good, will mooucd me, not gaine, 
To write theſe lines : yet write I notto ſuch 
Ascatch atcrabs,when better frutes appeare, 
7; And want tochuſeat fitteſt time of yeare. 


| Thou maiſt (my friend) ſay, What's this for lore ? 
h I aunſiwere,Such as auncient Phiſicke taught : 
i And though thou red a thouſand bookes before, 
| Yetin reſpect of this;rhey teach thee naught : 
Thou mailſt likewiſe be blinde, and call me foole, 
| Yet ſhall theſe Rules for cuer praiſe their Schoole. 


The 
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The Viſion ofSir George Ripley, 
Chanon of Bridlington. 


VV He buſie at my booke I was vpona certainenight, 

T his Viſion here expreſt appear d unto my dimmed ſight, 
PA toade full rudde I [aVW did drinke the inice of grapes ſofaſt, 
Till ouercharged with the broath, his bowells all to braſt, 
Andafter that from poyſoned bulke, he caſt his venome felt, 
For priefe and paine who his members all Vegan to ſwell, 
IW:th drops of poyſonedſWweate approching thus his ſecret den, 
\ AHucauewithblaſts of fumonsayre, he all bewhited then: 
' Andfrom theWwhich mm ſpace a golden humor did enſue, 
| Whoſe falling drops fro high did ftaine the ſoile with ruday hew, 
| And When his corps,the force of vitall breath began to lacks, 
| This dying toade became forthwith hike coale for colour black; 
T bus drowned in hu proper Veynes of permee flood, 
For tearme of eightie dayes and foure he rotting ſtood: 
By tryall theu this venometoexpell 1 aid deſire, 
| For which} did commit his carkeſetoa gentle fire: 

Which done, a wonder tothe ſight but more to berehearſt, 

T he toade With colours rare through enery ſide was pearſt: 

And White appear d when all the ſundry beWwes Wwerepaſt: 

Which after being titted ruade for enermore aid laſt: 

T hen «f thevenome handled thus a medicine 1 did make, 
Which venomhkills,and ſaueth ſuch as venome chaunceto take, 
' Glorybe to himthegraunter of ſuch ſecret wayes, 
Dominion,and Honour, both with worſhip and with prayſe, 

eA MEN. 


T itulus operis. 


Brebeginneth the compound of A lchymie, 
HH AH ae by a Chanon of Bridlington, 
After his learning in Italie, 

At Ixninge for time he there dia wonne: 
In which he declared openly 

T he ſecrets bath of Moone and Sonne, 
How they their kinae to multipiie 

In one bodie together muſt w ooune, 

VF hich Chanon Sir George Ripley hight, 
Exempt from Clauſtra{! obſeruance, 

For whom ye pray both day and night, 
Sith he did labour you to aduannce, 

He turned darknes inte light, 

Intending to helpe'you to happie chaunce, 
Giuing counſaile that you line right, 
Doing vnto God no difpleaſaunce, 


bt 


eA briefe note to the Readers. 


He Wheele that is placed (Gentlemen) laft, as the period of this (e- 

cret Worke may of ſome be challenged (through the dinerſitic of 

Copies) todifter from the firſt, But hercinlI aſture you I haue 0b- 

ſcracd no lefle care than coundaile, and that of knowen Prattilers, 
whoſe cenfures (made more certaine by expericace ) haue determined all 
doubts, and made me bolde to publiſh what followeth for the moſt aun- 
cient. If anje literal fault be paſt, amend it with your pens : if aniecarper 
inueigh againſt me,defend me with your curteſics : and letthem (if they 
can) condemne by cunning. Farcycll, 


R, Rabbardes. 
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eAlchymie. 


A moſtexcellent, learned, and wor- 


thie worke, written to king Edward 


tht fourth, by Sir George Ripley, 


Chanen of Bridlington in Tork-ſhire,con- 
tayning t\velne gates, 


T he Prologue, 


> Foy ofthis diſcipline incline tomethinccare 

S$ And harke to my doQtrine with althy diligece 
4£>;Theſc words of wiſedome in mindedoe thou 

W hichof olde fathers betrucin ſentence: (bearc, 

Liueclcanc in ſoule,to God doe no offence. 

Exalttheenot but rather keepe thee lowe, 

Elſc willthy God in thee no wiſdome ſowe. 


From ſinfull doQtrine and wicked thought, 
The holy ſpirite doth him withdraw, 
Nilling to dwell whereſinne is wrought: 
Dread God therefore and obey his law: 

A righteous man forſookeT neuer ſawe: 
Neyther his {cede begge bread for neede: 
In ho [cripturethis doe I recde. 
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_ TheProlopue. 
Make wiſdome therefore thy mother to be, 
And call on Prudenceto be thy friend, 


By pathes of truth they will guide thee, 

Wi ith loue and honeſty whereſocuer thou wend: 
Both vertous to be,curteous and hend: 

Pray God therefore that thou maiſt finde, 
Wiſedomeand Prudence with mouth and minde. 


All manner good come withthem ſhall, 
And honeſtie by their hands innumerable, 
Then intocumbrance ſhalt thou not fall, 
So bethey in riches incomparable: 

To worlhip and profite they will thee able, 
To cunning and all manner of grace, 

Both here and aftgr thy liucs ſpace. 


For theſe benefices which hey doe bring, 

I meanetheſe vertues of prudence and ſapience,. 
To whomel cancompare nothing, 

No riches,nor ſpices of redolence, 

Aboue all treaſure ſuch is their excellence, 

T hat whatſocuer carthly precious is, 

Tothem is compared as clay Iwis. 


Infinitetreaſure to manthey be, 

W ho yſeth them ſhall friendſhip have 
With God in heauen and there him ſee, 
Afterthem therefore bulily craue, 

For bodice and ſoulethey will both ſaue, 
And here in goods thee multiply; 
Andafore princes thee dignihe, 
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T he Prologue. 


Thinke how Adamloſt his wiſedome, 
Sampſon his might which was ſo ſtrong: 
King Saule alſo loſt his kingdome, 

And Dauid was puniſhed for his wrong: 
Inthe Oke by the haire fayre. 4 iehabens; 
King Ezechias by licknes had puniſhment, 
And many one moeforhinne viasſhent. 


But ſee how.other whichliued weele, 
Andto their God did no offence, 

Such chaltiſement did neuer feele; 
Bur God ſhewetheuer to them beneuolence, 
Enoch and Hely were carried hence, 

To Paradice, and orher good livers were 

Of God rewarded indiucrſe mannetre. 


Some had great Fortune,ſome great cunning, 
Some had great peace,ſome great riches, 

Some conquered lands to their great wynnirigy, 
Some were exalted for their great tneeknes,-!: - 
Some other were faued from:thecruelnes /'; 
Ot Tyrancs, Lyons,and of the hot furnace, 
As Daniel and others in many aplace. 


Thus to good liuers God (entgreat grace, 
And ynto ſinners great and {ore puniſhment, 
Someto amend in this life had ſpace, 
Some ſodainely with fire from heauen were rent; 
Sinfull Sodomites for cucr were ſhent, 
Wi ith Dathanand Abiron with many moe, 
Which ſunkeforfunetocndles woe. 
we” Thus 
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T be Protogue. 


Thns ever ſith this world was wrought, 
God hath rewardcd both cuill and good: 
Thus if itmay reſt inthythought, 

From ſinfull living to change thy moode.. 
If finfull people this vaderſtoode, 

They oughtto beafrayde Godto offend, 
And ſoone their ſintull liues to amend. 


Therefore with Godlooke thou beginne, 
That he by grace may dwell with thee, 

So ſhalt thou belt ro wiſdome winng; 

And knowledye of our great pruuitie: 
Nouriſh yertnes,and from vices flee, 
Andrruſting thou wilt thee well diſpoſe, 
Our ſecrets tothee I will diſcloſe. 


Keepe thou them ſecrcate and for me pray, 
Looke that thou yſc them to Gods pleaſure, 
Doo good with them what cuer thou may; 
For time thou ſhalt this life indure, 

That afterthy ende thou mayſt be ſure 

In heauen for to rewarded be, 

Which God grauntboth to meand thee. 


FINIS 
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The Preface. 
O) High incomprehenſible and glorious Maicſtie, 


W hoſcluminous bcames obtundeth our ſpecula- 
Otrinchood inperſons 6 onehood indeity;t: (tion, 
Ot Therarchiall Iubiliſts gratulanr glorificaion, 

O pitcous purifier of ſoules and pure perpetuarion, 
O deuiant from danger, 0drawer moſt debonayre, 
From this troubleſome vale of-vanitie, 6 our Exalter. 


O power, o wiſdome, o:goodnes inexplicable, 


Supporte me, teach me, and be my gouernor, 


That neuer my liuing to thee be diſplicable, 
But that I acquite me to thee as true profeſſor, 
Atthis beginning good Lord heare my prayer, 
Be nigh with grace for to ioforce my will, 
Graunt wittthat I may mine intent fulfill, 


Moſt curious Coferand copious of all treaſure, 
Thou art he from whome all goodnes doth diſcend; 
To man and alſotocuery creature, 
Thinc handy-work therefore youchſafe to defend, 
That we no timeinliving here miſpend, 

With troth here graunt ys our liuing ſo to winne,. 
That into no danger of finfulnes we rinne. 


And forafumchas we hane for thy ſake 
Renounced our wills, the world and fleſhly luſt, 
Asthinc owne profetſors vs tothce take, 

Sith in thee onely dependeth all ourtruſt; 
Wecanne further; tothee inclinewe muſt; 
Thy ſecret treaſure youchſafe ynto ys, 


Shew ysthy ſecrets and to, ys be bounteous. 
B 3. And. 
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The Preface. 
And amongſt others which beprofeſtto thee; ' 
I mepreſentas one with humble ſubmiſſion, 
Thy ſeruant beſceching that I may bee, 
Andtrue in liuing according to my profeſſion, 
In order Chanon Reyuler of Brialingron, 
Peſceching thee Lord thou wilt me ſpare, 

To thy true ſeruants thy ſecrets to declare. 


Inthe beginning whenthou madRall ofnought, | 
A globous matter and darke ynderconfulion, 

By him the beginning marucilouſly was wrought, 
Conteyning nawrally all things without diuifion: 
Of which inf1x dayes he madeclcere diſtinfion: 

As Geneſis apertly doth-record. 


Then heaucn and earth were perteKed by his word. 


So through his will and power, out of one mas 
Confuſed; was madecachthing that beiog is, 
Bur aforc in glory as maker he was, 

Now 1s andſhall be without end Iwis, - 

And purified ſoules vp to his lis 

Shall comea principle this may be one, 
Forthe declaring of our precious ſtone. 


For as of one maſſe was made allthing, 
 RightſoinourpraQtize mult it be, 

All ourſecreats of one Image mult ſpring, 
As in Philoſophers bookes whoſo liſt to ſee, 
Our ſtone is called the leſſeworld,one and thre; 
Magneſa alſo of ſulphure and Mercuric, - 
Proportionate by nature molt perteRtlie, 


\ WV. 


| The Preface. 


But many one marucileth and maruaile may, 
And muſeth on ſuch a marucilous thing, 

W hat 1s our ſtone; {ith Philoſophers ſay 

To ſuch as euer be it in ſeeking. 

For foules and fisſhesto ys doth it bring, 

Euery man it hath,and it is ineuery place, 

Jn thee in me,and in each thing,time and ſpace? 


To this I anſwere that Mercurie itis I wis, 

But not the common called quickſiluer by name, 

Burt Mercurie without which nothiog being is, 

All Philoſophers record and truely ſaine the ſame, 

But ſimple ſearchers putteth them in blame, 

Saying they hid it but they be blame worthy, 

W hich be no Clearkes and meddle with Philoſophy. 


But though it Mercurie be,yet wiſely ynderſtand, 
W herein it is, and wherethou ſhalr it ſeech, 
Elſe I counſel] cheetake notthis work in hand, 
For Philoſophers flatter fooles with fayre ſpecch: 
Butliſten to me, for cruly I'will thee teach, 

| Which isthis Mercurie moſt profitable, 

| Being to thee nothing deceiucable. 


It is more neere in ſome thingsthan in ſome). 
| Therefore take heede what I to thee write 
| Forit knowledyeto thee neuer come, | 
| Therefore yerſhalt thou me not twite,. 
| For] will truely now thee cxcite 
To ynderſtand well Mercuriesthree, 
The keyes which ofthis ſcicnce bee. 
> Gn | Raymond: 


The Preface 


Raymond his menſtrues doth them call, 

Wi ithout which'truly no tructh is done; 
But two of them be ſuperficiall, 

Thethird eſlentiall of Sunne and Moone, 
Their properties T will declare right {oore, 
And Mercuric of mettalls eflentiall, 

Is the principle of our ſtone materiall. 


In Sunne and Moone our Menſtrue is not ſcene, 
Irappeareth not but by cffe&ro fight, 

That is the ſtone of which we meene, 

W ho fo our writings conceiueth aright, 

Ir isa ſoulc,a ſubſtance bright. 


Of Sunne and Moone a lubrill influence, 


W hereby the carth recciucth reſplendence. 


F 


For what is Sunne and Moone ſayth .Luicen, 

But earth which is pure white and red: 

Take from itthe ſaid clecrcnes,and then 

That earth will ſtand but in little ſtead; 

The whole compoundis called our lead: (come, 
The qualitie of clearences from Sun and Moone dooth 
Theſc are our menſtrues both all and ſome. 


Bodies with the firſt we calcine naturally 
PerteCt, but none which beea yacleenc, 
Except one which 1s yſually 
Named by Philoſophers the Lyon greene: 


He is the meanc the Sunne and Moone betweene 


Of winning tinCture with perteQnes, 
As Geer thereunto bearcth witnes. 


" With 
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The Preface 
With theTecond which is an humiditie 
Vegitable,reuiuing that carſt was dead, 
Both principles materials mult looſed be 
And formalls,cls ſtand they little in ſtead: 
Theſe menſtrews therefore know I thee reed, 
Wi ithout che which neither true calcination 
Done may be,nor true diſſolution. 


With the third humiditic moſt permanent, 
Incombuſtible and ynAtuous in his nature, 
Hermes tree vnto aſhes is brent, 

It is our naturall fire moſt ſure, 

Our Mercuric,our Sulphur,our tinQturepure, 
Our ſoule,our ſtone borne yp with winde 
Inthe Earth ingendred,beare this in minde. 


This ſtone alſo tell thee I dare, 
Is the vapour of merttalls potential, 
How thou ſbaltgetit,thou muſt beware, 
For inuiſible truely is this menſtruall, 
Howbeit with the ſecond water philoſophicall, 
| By ſeparation of Elements it may appeare 
|  Toſight,informeof watercleate, = 


If this menſtrue bylabour exuberate 
W ith 1t way be made Sulphur of nature, 
If it be well and kindly acuatc | 
And circulate into afpirit pure, 

| - Thentodiffolue thou mult be ſure, 

) Thy baſe with itindiuers wile, 

3 Asthouſhalt know by thy praQtiſe. 
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WIN That poynt therefore in his due place, 

I will declare with other moe, 

It God will graunt me grace and ſpace, 

And me preſerve in life trom woe, 

AsT thecteach lookethou doe fo: 

And tor the firſt ground principal}, 

Vaderſtand thy waters menſtruall. 


f And when thou haſt made Calcinaticn, 

1 Encreafing notwaſting moyſture radicall, 

| | Vntill thy baſe by oft ſubtilation, 

i Willightly loweas wax vpon metrall, 
Thenlooſe it with thy vegetable menſtruall, 
Tillchou hane oylethereof in colour bright, 
Thea is that mealtrue vilible to (ighe. 


And oyle isdrawne out incolour of golde, 
Oc like thereto out of fine red lead, 
W hich Raymond ſayd when he was olde, 
Much more than golde would ſtand in ſtead: 
b: | For when he was for age nigh dead, 
Wt! He made thereof Aurum potabile, 
W hich him reuiaedas men might ſee. 


18 For ſo together may they be circulate, | 
p! That is the baſe oyle and the vegetable menſtruall, 1 
Wk | So that it be by labour exuberate, ads; | 
11'S And made by crafta ſtone celeſtial, 
'F Of nature ſo firie that we it call; 

1 | = Our Bazeliske or our Cockatrice, 

Wt 1 Our great Elixer moſt of price. 
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W hich asthe ſightof Bazelike hisobie&t | 
Killeth, ſo feyerh itcrude Mercurie, 
When thereupon he isproiett, 
Intwinckleof an eye molt ſodainly, 

That Mercariethen teinethpermanently, | 
All bodies to Sunne and: Moone perte&t; 
Thus guidetby baſe both red and white. 


Aurum potabile thus is made, 

Of golde not commonly calcinate, 

But of our tinure that will not fade, 

Outvf our baſe drawn with the menſtrue circulats 
But naturall calcination mult algate 

Be made, cre thy golde diflolued may bee, 
That principle firitchereforeT will _ thee. 


But into chapters this Treatiſe I will diuide, 
In number rwelue with due recapitulation 
Superfluousxchearſalls Ile lay aſide, 
Intending onely to giue truc information, 
Both of theorick andpraCtick operation: 
Thatby my writing whoſo guided will bee, 
Othis inteat perfetly ſpecde ſhall hee. 


The firſt chapter ſhall be of naturallCalcination, 

The ſecondof Diſſelution ſecreat and Philoſophicall, 
The third of our elementall Separation, 

The fourth of ConiuntFion matrimonial, 

T ne fift of Putrifaftion follow.ſball, 

Ot Cengelaticnalbificateſhalbethe ſixt, 


Then of Cibati the ſeaucnth ſhall follow next. 
wy We -7-14 The 
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Of Calcination. 
"The ſecretof Sublimarion the eight ſhall ſhow; 


"The ninth ſhall be of firmentation; 

The tenth of our exaltation I trow; 
Thecleventh of our meruailous multiplication; 
The twelfth of proieCtion,then recapitulation : 
And ſo this treatizeſhall take an end, 

By the helpe of God as I intend. 


Of Calcination, 


T he firſt Gate, 


Alcinationisthe purgation of our ſtone, 
Reſtoring alſo of his naturall heate, 

Of radicall humiditie itlooſeth none, 
Inducing ſolution intoour ſtone moſt meete, 
After philoſophicT you behighr 

Doo,butnot afterthe commonguiſe, 

Wi ith Sulphures or Salts preparate in diuers wile. 


Neither with Coroſtues nor with fire alone, 
Neither with yincgernor with waterardent, 
Nor with the yapourofleade ourſtone 
Is calcined according to our intent: 

All thoſeto calcining which ſo be bent, 

From this hard ſcience withdrawetheir hand, 
Till they.our calcining better ynderſtand. 


For 
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Of Calcination. 
For by ſuch calcination their bodies be ſhent, 
W hich miniſheth the moyſtureof our ſtone: 
Therefore when bodicsto powder be brenr, 
Dry as aſhes of treeor bone, _ 
Of ſuch calxes then will we none; 
For moyſture we multiplie radicall, 
In calcining miniſhing none at all. 


And for a ſure ground of our true calcination, 
W orke wittely only kind with kind : 

For kind ynto kind hath appctitine inclination, 
W ho knoweth not this in knowledge is blind, 
He may foorth wander as miſt inthe wind, 

W orring neuer with profite wheretolighr, 
Becauſe he conceaues not our words aright. 


Toyne kind to kindtherefore as reaſon is, 
For cuery burgeon anſwers his owne ſeede, 
Man getteth mana beaſt a beaſt Iwis, 
Further to treate of this it is no neede. 
| Butynderſtandthispoyot if thou wilt ſpeede, 
Each thing is firſt calcined in his owne kind; 
This well conceaucd fruitethereinſhaltthou finde. 


And we make Calx ynQtuous both white and rcd 
Of three degrees or our baſe beperfeR, 
| Fluxibleas waxeels ſtand they innoſted,. 
|  Byright long procefleas Philoſophers doo write, 
A yeare we take or more to our reſpite : 
For inlefle ſpace our Calxes will not be made, 
Ableto teyne with colour that will not fade, 
7 C 3 :1- ".: n_ 
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Of Calcination. 


Mt! | And for thy proportionthou muſt beware, 
x For therein maiſt thou þe beguil'd, 
Therefore thy work that thou not mare, 
| Let thy bodie be ſubrilly fyÞde 
1 With Mercuryas much hen ſo ſubtil'd, 
One of the Sunne, two ofthe Moone, 
Till alrogether like papp be doone. 


Then make the Mercurie foure to the Surg 
T wo to the Moone as it ſhould bee, 

And thus thy worke mult be begun, 

In figure ofthe Trinitee, 

Three of the bodic andof the fpirite three, 
And for the ynitie of the ſubſtance ſpirituall 
One moe than of the ſubſtancecorporall. 


By Raymonds reportory this is true, | | 

Proportion there who liſt to looke, | 

The ſame my DoQtor to me didſhew, 

But three of the ſpirite Bacon tooke, 

To one of the bodie for which I awooke, | 

Many a night ere it wilt. | 
| 


And both be true take which you liſt. 


4 


it If the water alſo be equall inproportion 

ot Tothe earth, with heate in due meaſure, 

- Ofthem ſhall ſpring anew burgeon, 
Both white and red in pure tinCture, Th © 
W hich in the fire ſhall euerindure, 994 
Kill chou the quick the dead reviue; 
Make trinitic ynitie without any ſtriuc. - 


This 


Of Calcination.. 
This is thefureſt and beſt proportion, 
For there isleaſtof rhe partſpirituall, 
The berter therefore ſhall be ſolution, 
Than it thoudid it with water (wall, 
Thine carth ouer glutting which loſeth all 
Take heede therefore to potters loamme, 
And makethouncuer too neſhe thy wombe. 


That loame beholde how' it tempred is, 

The meane alſo how. it is calcinate, 

Andcuer in minde looke thou beare this; 

That ncuer thine earth with water beſuffacate, 

Drye vp thy moyſture with heate moſt temperate, 
Help Difſolurien with moyſture of the Moone, 

And Congelation with the Sunne, then haft thou doone. 


' Foure Natures into the fift ſo ſhalt thou turne, 

' Which isa Nature moſt perfe& and temperate, 
But bard tis with thy bare foore.to ſpurne 
Againſta barr of yron,or ſteclencwacuate, 


| For many doe ſo which be infatuate, 
| Whea they fuch highthings take in hand, 
| Whichthey inno wiſedoe ynderſtand. 


| Incgges, in vitriall, or in blood, 

| What riches wend they there to finde, 
| If they Philoſophy vnderſtood, 

| They would not 1a-working be fo blindey: 
Golde or {iluerto ſecke out of kinde: ] 

| Forlike as fixc of burning principle is 
294 is the principle of gilding gould Iwis. 
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Of Calcination. 


[fthou intend therefore for to make 
Gold and S1luer by craft of ourphiloſophie, 


« Thereto neyther egges nor bloud thou take 


But Gold and Siluer which naturally 


Calcincd wilcly and not manually, 
A new generation will torth bring, 
Encrealing their kinde as doth cuery thing. 


And if ittruc were that profit might be 

In things which benot metraline, 

In which be coulors pleaſant to ſee, 

As in bloud, cggs, haire, vrinc, or wine, 

Or in meane mineralls digd out of the myne, 

Yer muſt that clement be putrified and ſeperate, 
And with Elements of perteQ bodies be diſpouſate. 


But firſt of theſe elements make thou rotacion, 
And.into waterthine eatth turne firſt of all, 

Then of thy water makeayre by leuigacion, 
Andayre make ficr, then Maifter I will thee call 

Of all our ſecrets great and (mall : | 

The wheele of Elements then canft thou turne about, 
Truely concciuing our writings withoutdoubr. 


This done, goe backwards turning the wheele againe, 
And into waterturne thy fire anone, | 
Ayre intocarth,els laboureſt thou in yaine, 
For ſo to temperment is brought our ſtone, 
And Natures contraftions foure are made oge, 
After they haue thrce times been circulate, 


Aadallo thy baſe pertely conſumate. 


Thus 
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Of Calcination. 


Thus vnder the moyſture of the Moone, 

And ynderthe temperate heate of the Sunne, 
Thine Elements ſhalbe incinerate ſoone, 

And then thou haſt the maiſtrie wonne: 
Thanke God thy worke was then ſo begunne, 
For there thou haſt one token trewe, 

V hich firſt in blacknes to rhee will ſhewe. 


The head of the Crowe that token call wee, 
And ſome men call it the Crowes bill; 
Some call it the aſhes of Hermes tree, 

And thus they name it after their will : 

Our Toade ot the earth which cateth his fill. 
Some nameth it by which it 1s mortificate 
The ſpiric with ycnome 1ntoxicate. 


But it hath names I ſay tothee infinite, 
For afcer each thing that blacknes is to ſight, 
Named it is till timeit waxcth white, 
Then hath it names of more delight, 
After all things that been full white, 

. Andtheredlikewiſe after the ſame, 
Ofall red things dorh take the name, 


Atthe firſt gatenow artthou in, 


| Ofthe Philoſophers Caſtell wherethey dwell, 
| Proccede wiſely thatthou may winne 


| Inatmoe gates of that Caſtell, 

! Which Caſtell is round as any bell, 

| Andgates it hath cleuen yet moe, 

One.is conquered,now tothe ſecond goe. 


” The end of the firſt gate. 


Of Diſvolution, 
T he ſecond Gate. 


F Diſſelutionnow will I ſpeakea word or two, 
W hich ſheweth out what crſt was hid fro ſight, 
And maketh intenuate things that were thicke 
By yertue of our farſt menſtrue clearc and bright, (alſo, 
In which our bodies eclipſed been of lighr, 

Andof their hard and drye compaction ſubrilate, 

Into their ownefirſt matter kindly retrogradate. 


One in gender they be, and in number two, 

V hoſe Father is the Sunne,the Moonethe Mother, 
The Mouer is Mercurie, theſe and no moc 

Be our Magneſia,our Adropp, and none other 
Things here be,but onely filter and brother, 

That is to meane agent andparttent, 

Sulphure and Mercury cocſlentiall to our intent. 


Berwixt theſe two equalitie contrarions, | 
Tagendred isamcanc moſt marucilouſly, : 
V hich 15 our Mercury and menſtrue ynCtuous, 
Our ſecreat Sulphure working inuifibly, 
Morefiercely than fire burning the bodie, 
Difloluingthe bodie into water minerall, 


VV hich nightfor darknes inthe North wedoc call. 


e . 


But | 


Of Diſolution. 


But yet I trow thou yadeſtandſt not vtterly, 
The very ſectcat of the Philoſophers Diſſolution, 
Therefore conceiue mel counſell thee wittily, 
For the truth I will tell thee withoutdeluſion: 
Oar ſolution'is cauſe of our Conpelation; 

For Diſſolution onthe onefide corporall, | 
Cauſeth Conpelationonthe other ſide ſpirituall. 


And we diſfoluc into water which wetteth no hand, 


For when the carth 1s integrately incinerate, 

Then isthe water congealed; this ynderſtand 

For the elements be ſo together concatevate, 

That when the bodie is from his firſt forme alterate, 
A new formeis induced immediatly, | 
For nothing being without all forme 1s vtterly. 


And heerea fecrettothee I will diſcloſe, 
W hich is the ground ynto our ſecrets all, 
And it not knowne thou ſhalt but loſe 


"Thy labour and colts both great and ſmall, 


Take heed therefore in error that thou not fall, 
The more thine earth,and theleſſe thy water be, 
The rather and better ſolucion ſhalc thou ſee. 


Behold how yceto water doth relent, 

Ando it mult for water it was before, 

Right ſoagaineto'waterour carth is went, 
And water thereby congeald for cucrmore, 
For after all Philoſophers that euer were bore, 
Each mettall was once water mynerall, 


Therefore with waterthey turne to water all. 
> D 2 In 


Of Diſvolution, 


In which water of kinde occaſtonate, 

Of qualitics been repugnant and diuerlitie, 
Things into things mult therefore be rotate, 
Vntill diuerſitie be brought to perteE vnitie : 
For Scripture recordeth when the earth ſhall be 
T roubled,and into the deepe Scafſhall be caſt, 
Mountaines and bodies likewiſcat the laſt. 


Our bodies be likened conucniently 

To mountaines,which after high Planets we name, 
Into the deepnes therefore of Mercurie 

Turne them,and keepe thee out of blame, 

For then ſhalt thou ſeea noble game, 

How all ſhall become powder as ſoft as ſilke, 
Sodoth our rennit kindly kurd vp our milke. 


Then hath the bodies their firſt forme loſt, 
And others been induced immediatly, 
Then haſt tzou well beſtowed thy colt : 

V hereas others vocunnin muſt goe by, 
Not knowing the ſecrets of our ohiloſohie: 
Yet one poynt more I mult tell thee, 

How cach bodic hath dimenſions three. 


Akin aciadeand alſo profunditie, 

By which allgates turne we mult our wheele, 
Knowing that thine entrance inthe VVeſt ſhall be, 
Thy pallages forth to the North if thou doo weele, 
And there thy lights loſe their lights each deele; 
For there thou muſt abide by ninctie nights 

In Garknes of purgatorie withouten lights, 


Then 


Of Difoolution. 


Then take thy courſe yp to the Eaſt anone, 

By colours paſsing variable in manifold wile, 
And then be winter and vere nigh ouergone, 
Tothe Eaſt thereforethine aſcending deviſe, 
For there the Sunne with daylight doth ypriſe 
In ſommer,and there diſport thee with delight, 
For there thy worke ſhall become perfe& white. 


Footth from the Eaſt into the South aſcend, 
And ſet thee downe there in the chaire of fire, 
For there is harueſt, that is to ſay an end 

Of all this worke after thine owne declare, 
Thereſhincth the Sunne vp in his Hemiſphere, 
After the Eclipſes in rednes with glorie, 

As kiog to raigne yponall mettals and Mercuric. 


And in oneglaſle muſt be doneall this thing, 
Liketo an Egge inſhapeand cloſed weele, 
Then muſt thou know the meaſure of firing, 
The which ynknowne thy workeis loſt cach deele : 
Let neuer thy glafle be hotter than thou maiſt feele 

! Anduffer ſtill inthy bare hand to hold, 

| For fcare of loſing,as Philoſophers haue told. 


Yetto my doQrine furthermore attend, 
| Bewarethy glaflethou neucr open ne meue 
| Fromthe beginning till thou haue made an end; 
| Ifchoudoocomrarie,thy worke may neuer cheuc. 
Thus in this Chapter which is but briefe, 
I haue thee taugarthy true ſolution : 
Now to the third gate goc, for this is won. 
1 The end of the ſecond pate. | 
FT D 3 of 


* 
4 # 
— 7 7 


wg I es ein 


Of Seperation. 


T he third gate. 
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Eperation doth cach part from other divide, 

\ I The ubtile fromthe groſle, che thick fro the thinn 
Bur Seperaticn manuall looke thou ſet aſide, 

For that pertaines to fooles thatlittle good doth wian, 

But in our Seperation Nature doth not bl1nn, 

Making diuiſion of qualities clementall, 

Into a fift degreetill they be turned all. 


Earth is turned into waterynder black and kloe, 
And water after into ayre ynder very white, 
Then Aire into fire,clements there beno moe, 

Ot theſe is made our ſtone of greatdelight, 

| But of thts Seperation much more mult we write, 
And Seperation is called by Philoſophers definition, 
Of the (aide foure clements tetrapratiue diſperſion. 
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WO Ofthis SeperationT finde a like figure, 
Wl | Thus ſpoken by the Prophet in the Pſalmodie, 
God brought out of a ſtone a flood of water pure, 
And out of the hardeſt rock oyle abundantly, 
So out of our ſtone precious if thou be witty, 
boil Oyle incombuſtable,and water thou ſhalr draw, 
ih | And there abouts at the coale thou acedſt notto blow. * 
| 
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Of Seperation. 


Doethis with heate cafic and nouriſhing» 
Firſt with moyſt fire and after that with drie, 
The flegme with paticnceout drawing, 

And afterthat the other Natures wittely 
Drye vpthine carth yntill ir be thirſty, | 
By Calcination elſe laboureſt thou in yaine, 


And then make it drink yp the moyſtureagaine. 


Seperation thus muſt thou oftetimes make, 
Thy waters diniding into partes two, 
Sothat the ſubtile from the grofſe thou take, 
Till earth remaine beneath in colours bloe, 
That carth is fixed to abideall woe, 

The other parte is ſpirituall and flying, 

But thou muſt turnethemall into one thing. 


Then oyle and water with water ſhall diſtil], 
Andthrough her helpe receiue mouing, 
Keepe well theſe twothatthou not ſpill 
Thy worketorlack of due cloſing, 

And make thy ſtopple of glaſſe melting, 
The topp of thy vetlell together with ir, 
Then Philoſopher-likeir 1s ypſhir. 


The water wherewith thou mayſt reuiue the ſtone, 


Looke thou diſtill before thou worke with it, 
Otrentimes by itſelfe alone, 

And by this ſight thou ſhalt wit, 

From feculent feces when it is quit; 

For ſome men can with Srarne it multiplic, 


Andother ſubſtance which wedefic. 
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Of Seperation. 


And thinnelike water as it ſhould be, 

As heauen in colour brightand ſhene, 
Keping both figureand ponderoſitee, 
Therewith d1d Hermes moyſten his tree: 

Wi ithin his glatle he made it grow vpright, 
With flowers diſcoloured beautifull roſighe. 


This water is like tothe venymous Tire, 
W herewith the mighty criacle is wrought, 
For it is poyſon molt {trong of Ire, 

A ſtronger poylon cannot be thought, 

At Pothecarics often therefore it is ſought, 
But no man by it ſhalbe intoxicate, 

Fromthe time it is into medicine elixecrate. 


For thenas is the Triacletrue, 

It is of poyſon moſt expultue, 

And in his working doth maruciles ſhew, 
Preſeruing many from death to lite, 

But looke thou meddle it v-ith no corofiue, 
But chooſe it pure and quick rinning, 

If thou thereby wilt haue winning. 


It is amarucilous thing in kinde, 

And without it cannothing be done, 
Therefore Hermes called it his winde, 
For itis vp flying from Sunne and Moone, 
And maketh our ſtone flie with it ſoone, 
Reutning the dead and giuing life, 

To Sunncand Moone, husband and wife. 


Which 


Which ifthey wetenotby ctaft made quick, 
And thcir fatnes with water drawne our, 
And ſo the thinne difleuered from thethick;, 
Thou ſhouldſt neuer bring this worke abour: 
If thou wilt theretoreſpecde without:doubr, 
Rayſe yp the birds outof their neaſt, 
Andafter againe bring them to reſt. 


W atcr with water accord will and aſcend, 

And ſpirit with ſpirit, forthey be of one kinde, © | 

W hich after they be exalted make todiſcend, - 

So ſhalt thou deuide that, which Nature erſt did binde; 
Mercury ellentiall turning into winde, 
Without which naturall and ſubtill Seperarion, 

May neucrt be complete profitable gencration. - 


Now to helpe thee in at this gate, 

Thelaſt ſecreat I will declareto thee, | 
Thy water muſt be ſeaucn times ſublimate, * - 
Elſe ſhall no: kindly Diflelution bee, '- -'  - 
Nor putrifying ſhalt thou none ſec; 

Like liquid pitch, nor colours appearing 
Forlack of fire withinthe glatle working. 


Fourefiresthere be which thou muſt vaderſtand, 


Naturall, innaturall, againſt Naturealſo, 
Andelementall which doth burne the brand: 
Theſe foure fires viſe we and no moe, 
Fire againſt nature muſt docthy bodie woe, 
This is our Dragon asT theetel!], 
Fiercely burning as the fire of hell. 

& L Fire 
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OfOpodn. 
Fireof natureistherliirdmenſtruall,” '/ (1 11 COUT AG 
That fire is naturaltineachthing;' 3 boy 
But fice occaſtonate, we call any. | 

As heate of athes,and balnes for putrifying 2 
Withourthele fires thou maiſt naught bring” 

To PutrifaCtion, for to be ſeperate, 

Thy marters ogether proportionate. 


Therefore make fire thy y plaſſe within, 
W hich burneth the bodie much more than > | 
Elemencall,if thou wilt winne | | 
Our ſecrets according to thy deſire : | | | 
Then ſhall chy ſceds both depbdics 
By helpe of fre occaſionate, 

That kindly after they may be feperate. 


Of Seperationthe Gate muſt thus be wonne, 
That furthermore yetthou maiſtprocced 
Towards the Gate of ſecret Coniundtion, 
Intothe Caſtle which willthee inner leed 7 
Docafter my counſell ifthou wilr ſpecd, 


. Withtwo ſtrong lockesthis Gate is ſhur, 


As conſequently thou ſhalt well wit. - 


The end of the hird Gate, 
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T he fourth Gate, 


Frer the Chapiter of naturall Seperation, 

By which theclemets of our ſtonediſleuercd be, 
The chapter here followerth of ſecrerConiunttion, 
W hich Natures repugnant ioyneth to perfeR ynitie, 
And ſo them knitteth that none from others may flic, 
W hen they by fire ſhalbe examicate, 


They be togethers ſo ſurely coniungarte. 


, * 
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And therefore Philoſophers giue this definition 
Saying this ConiuntTion 1s nothing els 
Bur of diſſeuered qualities a copulation, 
Or of principles a coequation as others tells : 

But ſome men with Mercurie thatPothecarics ſells 
Medlcth bodies, which cannotdiuide 

Their matter,and therefore they ſlip aſide. 


For yntill thetimethe ſoulc be ſeperate 

And cleanſed from his originallſinne 

Withthe water,and throughly ſpiritualizare, 

Thetrue ConiuntFion maiſt thou neuer begin; 

Thercforethe ſoul firft from the bodie twyne, 

Then of thecorporall part and of the ſpirituall. 

The ſoulc ſhall cauſe coniunQion perpetuall, 
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Of Contunftion. 
Oftwo Coniuntions Philoſophers mencion make;; 
Groſſe when the bodice with Mercury is reincrudates 
Bur let tliis paſle,and to the ſecond heede take, © 
W hich as I ſaide is after Seperation celebrate, 

In which the parties belefr with leaſt to colligate, 
And ſo promoted yato moſt perteQ remperance, 
That neucr after amongſt them may be repugnance. 


Thus cauſeth Seperation true ConinntTionto be had, 
Of water and ayre,with carth and fire, 

But that each element into other may belad, 

And ſoabide for cuertothy deſire, 

Doe as doe dawbers with clay or myre, 

Temper them thick and makethemnottoothinne, 
So doe ypdrying, thou ſhaitthe rather winne. 


But manners there be of out Coniunttion three, 

The firſt is called by Philoſophers Diprariuc, 
The which betwixtthe agent andpaticnt muſt be, 
Male and female, Mercury, and Sulphure viue, 
Martter,and forme.thinne,and thicktorhriue, 

This lc{lon will helpe thee withourany doubt, 

And our Coniunttion truly to bring about, 


The ſecond manner is called Triptatiue, 

W hich is ConiunfFion,made of things three, 

Of bodic, ſoule and fpirit,thatthey nor ſtriue, 
W hich trinitiethon mult bring roynitee, 

For as the ſouleto the ſpirite the bond muſt bee; 
Right ſothe bodie the ſoule rohimmuſlt knit, 
Out ofthy mindelct not this leflon flir. 


The 
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Of ConiunTion: 


” .ccthizd mannerandalſorhelaſt of all, 
Foure Elements togetaer, which ioynetoabide, 
Tetraptatime cerrainely Philoſophers doe itcall, 

And ſpecially Guido de Montano whole fame goeth 
Andtherefore in moſt laudable maner this tide, (wide, 
In our Contunttion foure Elements muſt Sgregare 


Indue proportion,which firſt a ſunder were ſeperate. 


Therefore like as the woman hath ycinesfifteene, 
And the man bur fiue to the act of their ſecunditic, 
Required in our Coniunttion firſt I meenc, | * 

So muſt the man our Sunne haue of his water three, 
And nine his wife, which three to him muſt bee; 
Thenlike with like vill toy haue for to dwell, 
More of Contunttion me needeth nottotell. 


This chapiter I will conclude right ſoone therefore, 
Groſſe Coniuntiton charging thee tro make but one, 
For ſeldome haue ſtrumpets children of them ybore, 
And-:ſo thou ſhak nenes.come by ourſtone, 

Wi ithout thou letthe woman ligalone, 

That after ſhe once haue conceiued of the man, - - 
Her Matrix be ſhut yp from all other than. 


For ſuchas addecuer mpte crudeto crude, ... . , | 

Opening their yellell lerting their matters keele, | 

The ſparme concgjned they nouriſh not bur delude 

Themſfelues, and ſfltheir worke cach deele, 

If thou therefore/hane liftrodoe weele, .. 

Cloſc vpthy Mawrixand nouriſhthe ſecede, 

Wi ith heat continualand temperate if thon wilt ſpeed. 
'. E3 94 Aad: 


Of ConiunTion; 
And when thy veſſcll hath ſtood by moneths five, 


And clowdes and Eclipſes be paſſed cach one, 
The lightappearing,cncreaſe thy heate then beliue, 
Varill bright and ſhining in whitenes be thy Stone; 
Then maiſt thou open thy glaſſeanone, 

And feede thy childe which is ybore, 

With milke and meateay moreand more. 


For now both moiſt and drie is ſo contemperate, 

T hat of the water earth hath receiued impreſsion, 
W hich neuecr (afterthat) aſunder may be ſeperate; 
And right ſo waterto carth hath giuen ingreſsion, 
That both together to dwell haue made profeſsion, 
And water of carth hath purchaſed a retentiue, 
They foure made onencuer more toſtriue. | 


Thus intwo things allonr intent doth hing, 
Indrieand moiſt, which be contraries two; 
Indric,that itthe moyſt to flixing bring, 

In moilt,that it give liquetationto thecarth alſo: 
Thenof them thusa temperment may foorth goe, 
A temperment not ſothicke as the bodie 15, 
Neither ſo thinne as water withouten mis. 


Looſing and knitting thereof be principles two 
Of hits ſcience,and poles molt principall; 
Howbcitthat other principles be many moe, 
As ſhining fancs, which ſhow Iſhall: 
Proccede therefore vnto another wall y 
Otchis ſtrong Caſtle of our wiſdome, 
That in at the fift Gatethoumaiſt come. 

Ne ' Theend of the fourth Gate. 
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Of Putrifatton. 
The fife Gate. 


Ow webeginthe chapter of Purrifat7ion, 

 V Without which pole no ſeed may multiply, 
W hich mult be done only!by continual action 
Of heate in the bodie,moyſt not manually : 

For bodicsels may not bealtred naturally, 

Sith Chriſt dothwitnes,without the graine of wheate 
Dyc inthe ground,cncreaſe:mailtthounone ger. 


Andinlikewiſe without the matter putrific, 

Ir may in no wiſe truly bealterate,, 

Neither thy Elements may bediuided kindly, 
Nor the conjunction of them pertely celebrate : 
Thatthy labor therefore be not fruſtrate, - 

The priuitic of ourputritying well vnderſtand, 
Or cuer thou takethis worke1n hand. 


And Putrifaftionmay thus defiried bee | 

After Philoſophers ſayings,to be of bodies the ſleying; 
And inour Compaunda dunſionof things three, 

The killed bodies into corruption foorth leading, 

And after ynto regeneration them abling, 

For things being 1n the earth, withourdoubr 


Be cngendred of rotation of the heauens abour. 
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Of Putrifattton, 
And thereforelike as I haue faydbefore, 
ThineElements commixt and wiſely cocquate, 
Thou kcepe in temperate heate eſchewing cuermore, 
That they by violent heat be notincinerate 

To powderdryc yoprofitably Rubificatc, 

But into powder black asa crowes bill, 


With heate of Bane or clſc of qur dunghill. 


Vntill the time thatnighes be paſſed ninetic, 
In moyſt hcate keepe them for any thing, 
Soone after by blacknes hou ſhalteſpic | 
That they draw faſtto putrifying, | 
VV hich thou ſhalt after many colours bring i. | 
To perfe& whitenes by patience eallly,, 
And ſo thy ſcede in his nature ſhall mulciplic. 


Make cach the other then to halſe and kiſle, 
And likeas children to play them vp and downe, +. 
And whenthcir ſhirts are filed wirhpiſle, ii || 
Thenlet the woman to waſh bebowae, 

W hich oft for faintnes will fall in aſwowne, 
Anddyeatthe laſt with her children all, 

And goc to purgatorieto purge their filth original. -* 


W hen they be there, by little and little increafe' 
Their paines,by heat, aye moreand more, 
The fire from them let nener ceaſe. 

And ſo tharthy furnace beſurelyapt AY , 
W hich wiſe men call an Athenore, e191 
Conſeruing heat required moſt eemperatelic, 

By whichthy matterdoth kindly purrifie. 
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Of Putrifaltion. 


Of this priaciple ſpeakerh ſapient Guido, 

Aad (ayth by rorting dyeththe compound corporall, 
And thenafter Morten andother moe, 
Vpriſerh againe regenerate ſimple and fpirituall, 
And were not heate and moyſture continuall, 
Sparme1nthe wombe might haue none abiding, 
And ſothere ſhould no fruite thereof ypſpring. 


Therefore at the beginning our ſtone thoutake, 
Aad buric cach one in other within their graue, 
Then equally berwixt them a marriage make, 

To ligge together {ixe weekes letthem haue, 

Their {eede conceiued, kindly to nouriſhand fave, 
From the ground of their grauec notriſing that whule, 
Wi hich {ecreatpoint doth manya one beguile. 


This time of conception with cafic heate abide, 
The blacknes ſhewing ſhall tell thee whea they dye, 
For they togeather like liquid pitch that ride, 

Shall ſwell and burble, ſertle and putrifie, 

Shining colours therin thou ſhalt eſpic, 

Like tothe rainebow marucilous to {1ghe, 
The W ater then beginneth trodrye vpright. 


For in moylt bodies heate working temperate, 

Ingendreth blackaes, firſt of all which is, 

Ot kindly Coniunftion thetoken aflignate, 

And of true putrifying: remember this, 

For then perteCtly to alter thou canſt not miſſe, 

And thus by the gate of blacknesthon muſt come in, 

Thelight of Paradicein whitenes it thou wilt ns; 
5 nt nt = gl 
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Of Putrifattion. 
For firſt the Sunne in hisvpriſing obſcurate 
Shalbe,and paſle the waters of Nees flood, 

On carth which was an hundreth dayes continuate 
And filtic,away ercall theſe waters yood; 

Right ſo our waters (as wiſemenynderſtood) 
Shall paſle,that thou with Dauid may ſay, 

A bierunt inſicco flumind : beare this away. 


Soone afterthat Noah planted his vineyard, 

W hich royally flouriſhed, and brought footth grapes 
After which ſpace thou ſhalt not be ateard, (anone, 
For in i kewiſe ſhal follow the flouriſhing of our ſtone; 
And ſoone after that xxx.dayes be gone, ; 
Thou ſbalc haue grapes right as Rubie read, 

W hich is our Adropp,our Vcitcr,and our red lead. 


For like as ſoules after painestranſttorie 

Be brought to Paradtce, where cucr is ioylul! life; 
So ſhall our Stone (after his darknes in Purgatorie) 
Be purged,and ioyned in Elements withomen trite, 
Reioycethe whitenes and beautic of his wife, 
And paſle from darknes of purgatorie to light 

Of Paradice,in whutcnes Elixer of great might. 


And that thou maiſtthe rather to Purrifaction wins 
This example thou take to thee for atrue concluſion, ' 
For all the ſecret of Putrifattion reſteth therein; 

The hart of oke that hath of water continuall infuſion 
Will not ſoone putrifiesI tell thee without deluſton: 
Forthough it in water lay 100.yeares and more. 
Yctſbouldlt thou finde ir ſound as ere it was before. - 
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" Of Putrifailim. 


But and thou keepe it ſometime wet 8 ſometime dric, 
As thou maiſt ſee in timber by vſuall experiment, 

By proceſlc of time that oke ſhall putrifie; 

And ſocuen likewiſe according to our intent, 
Sometime ourtree mult with the Sunne be brear, 
And then with vrater we mult it kecle, | 
That by this meanes to rotting we may bring it wede. 


For now in wet,and now againe in dric, 

And now ia heate,and now againe in colde 
Tobe,ſhail cauſe it ſooneto purrifie, 

And ſo ſhalt thou bring to rotting thy golde : 
Intreate thy bodies as T hauc thee tolde, 

And in thy putrifying,with hcate be not too ſwift, 
Leaſt inthe aſhes thou ſeeke after thy thritt. 


Therefore thy water out of the earth thou drawe, 
And makethe ſoulecherewith forto aſcend; 
Then downe againe into the carth itthrowe, 
That they oft times ſo aſcend and deſcend : 

From violent heate and ſudden colde defend 
Thy glafſe,and make thy fire ſo temperate, 

That by the ſides the matter be not yitrificate. 


And be thou wiſe in choofing of the matter, 

:ddle with no falts,ſulphurs,nor meane mineralls : 
For whatſocuerany workerio thee doth clatter, 

Our Sulphur aud our Mercury been onely in metttalls, 
W hich oyles and waters ſome men them calls, 
Foules and birds,with other names many one, 


Pecaulc that tooles ſhould neuer know our ſtone, 
F 2 For 
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Of Patrifatlion. 
For of this world our tone is called the (cement 
W hich moued by craft as nature doth require, 
In hisencreaſcſhall be full opulent, 

And multiply his kinde after thine owne deſire, 
Therefore it God vouchſate thee to inſpire, 
To know the truth, and fanlies to eſchew 

Like yntothee in riches ſhall be but few. 


But many men be moon'd to worke aftcr their fantaſie, 
In many ſubie&ts in which be tinQures gay: 

Both white and red diuided manually 

Toſight,bur in the fire they flycaway: 00 
Such breake potres and glafles day by day, 
Enpoyſoning themſelues and looſing their fights, 

W ih odours, {moakes,and watching yp by nights. 


Their clothes be baudy and worne thread bare, 

Men may them ſmell for multipliers where they goe, 
To filetheir fingers with coroſtues they doo not ſpare, 
Their eyes be bleard, their cheekes leane and blowe, 
And thus for had I wilt they ſufferloſſe and woe : 
Andſuch when they haucloſt hat was in their purſe, 
Thendoo they chide,and Philoſophers ſoredoo curſe. 


Toſeetheir houſcs itis a noble ſport, 

VV hart furnaces, what glaſſes there be of divers ſhapes, 

W hat ſalts, what powders, what oyles,waters fort, 

How eloquently de Materia primathcir tungs do clap, 

Andyettofinde the truthe they haue no hap; 

Otour Mercurie they meddle 8 of our fulphure viue, 

W herein they dote, and more and more ynthriue. 
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Of Putrifation, 


For all the while they haue Philoſophers bene, 
Yet could they neuer know what was our Stone, 
Some ſought it indung,in vrinc,fome in wine, 
Some in ſtarre ſlyme (tor thing it is but one), 

In blood,in cgges: ſome till cheir thrift was gone, 
Diuidiog Elements,and breaking manie a por, 
Sheards multiplying,but yet they hirir not. 


They talke of the red man and of his white wife, 
That is a ſpeciall thing,and of the Elixcrs two, 
Ot the Quintefſence,and of the Elixer of lite, 

Of honie,Cclidonie,and of Secondinesalſo, 

Theſe they diuide into Elements,with others moe; 
No multipliers, butPhiloſophers called will they bee, . 
VV hich naturall Philoſophie did neuer read nor (ee. 


This fellowſhip knoweth our Stone right weele, 
They thinke them richer than'is the King, 
They will him help,he ſhall not faile | 
Fraunce forto winnea wondrousthing, 

The holy Crofle home will they bring, 


Andifthe King werepriſoner ytake, 
Right ſoone his raunſome would they make. 


A rcruaile itis that We&tminſter Kerke, 

Tothe which theſe Philoſophers doo much haunt, 
Since they can ſo much riches werke 

As they make boaſt of and auaunt, 

Drinking daylicat the wine a duetaunt, 

Is not made yp pertely at once ; 


For truly it lacketh yer many ſtones. 
Re F.3 Fooles 


Of Putrifation. 
Fooles doo follow them at thetaile, 
Promoted to riches weening to bee; 
But will you heare,what worſhip and auaile 
They winne in Zondonthat noble Citic ? 

Wi ith filuermaces (as you may ſec) 
Sergeants awaiteth on them each howre, 
So becn they men of great honour. 


Sergeants ſceke them from ſtreete to ſtreete, 


That well is him that with them may meete, 
For the greataduantage that they doe catch, 
They huntabout as doth a bratch, 
Weening to winne fo great treaſure, 
Thatcuer in riches they ſhall endure. 


Some would catch their goods againe, 
And ſome more good would aduenture, 
Some for to hauc would befull faine 
Often pounds one,I you cn(ure, 

Some which hauc lent without meaſure 
Their goods,and be with pouertie clad, 


To catch anoble,would be full glad. 


But whenthe Sergeants doth them arreſt, 
Their pautners be ſtuffed with Paris balls, 
Or with ſignets of Saint Martinsat the leaſt; 
But as for money it is piſtagainſt the walls : 
Then bethey led (as well for them befalls) 
To Newpate or Ludgateas I you tell, 
Becaulc they ſhall in ſafegard dwell. 


Merchants and Goldſmiths lay after them watch, 


Where 
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Of Putrifattion, 


Where is my money become, ſaith one? 
And where is mine, ſaith he and he? 

But will you heare how ſubtill they beanone 
In anſwering, thatthey excuſed be? 
Saying,of our Elixers robbed be we, 

Elſe might we haue paid you all your golde, 
Though it had been more by tenne folde, 


And then their Creditors they flatter ſo, 
Promiſing to worke forthem againe 

In rightſhorr ſpace the Elixers two, 
Doting the Merchants that they be faine 
Toler them goe,butcuer in vaine; 
They wotke ſo long,till atthe laſt, 
They be againe in priſon calt, 


If any them aske,why they be notritch ? 
They fay they can make fine golde of tinne, 


Bur he (ſay they) may ſurely (wimmethe ditch, 


W hich is vpholden by the chinne; 


Weehauenoſtock,thercfore may we not winne, 


W hich if we had, we would {oone werck 
Inoughto finiſh vp Festminser Kerck, 


And ſomeof them be ſo deuont, 

They wilt not dwell out of thatplace; 
For there they may withouten doubt 
Doc what them liſt to their ſolace, 

The Archdeacon isſo full of grace, 
That if they blefſe him with their croſle, 
He forceth little of other mens lotle. 


And 
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Of PutrifaAion., 
And when they there ſitat the wine, 
. Theſe Monkesthey ſay haue manic a pound, = 
Would God (faith one) that ſome were muics 
Yet careaway,let the cup goe round; 
Drinkeon faith another,the meane is found, 
I am a maiſter of that Arte, 

I watrant ys we ſkall haueparrt. 


Such cauſerh Monkes euill to doone, 

To waſtetheir wages through their dotage, 
Some bringeth a mazer,and ſome a ſpoone, 
Their Philoſophers giueth them ſuch comage, 
Behighting them winning with domage, 
A poundtorapenie at the lcaſt againe 
And ſo faire promiſes make fools faine. 


A royall medicine one ypon twelue, 

They promiſe them thereof ro haue, 

W hich they could neuer for them-ſclue 
Yet bring abour,ſo God me ſauc: 

Bewzte luch Philoſophersno man depraue, 
W hich helpe theſe Monkes to riches ſo, 
In thread bare coates that they muſt goe. 


The Abbot ought wellto cheriſh this companie, 
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For they can teach his Monkes to liue in pouertie, 


And to goecloathed and moneycd religioullic, 
As did Saint Benner, eſchuing ſupcrfluitic, 
Eaſtng them alſo of the ponderolitic 

Ot theirpurſcs, with pounds ſo aggrauate, 
VW hich by Philoſophic benowalleuiate. 
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Of Putrifafon. 


Lo who ſo medleth with this rich companie, 
Great boaſt of their winning they may make: 
For they ſhall reapeas much by their Philoſophic, 
Asthey of thetaile of an ape,can take: 

Beware therefore for Teſus ſake, 

And mecdle with nothing of great coſt, 

For if tKkou doc,it is but loſt. 


Theſe Philoſophers (of which I ſpake before) 
Meddle and blunder with manie a thing, 
Running incrrours cuer moreand more, 
Forlacke of true ynderſtanding : 

But like muſt like alwaics forth bring, 

So hath God ordained in cuerie kinde; 

W ould Icſus they would beare this in minde. 


We ecne they ofa Nettleto hauea Roſe, 

Orof an Elder to haue an apple ſweete : 
Alas,that wiſemcnthcir goods ſhouldloſe, 
Truſtiog luch lotrells when they them meete, 
W hich ſay our Stone is troden ynder feete, 
And maketh them vile things to diſtill, 
Tillall their howſes with ſtcach they fill. 


Some of them ncuer learned a word in Schooles. 
Should ſuch by reaſon vnderſtand Philoſophic x 
Bethey Philoſophers? Nay, they be fools : 
For their workes proucthem vowittie, 

Meddle not with them,it thou beappie ; 

Leaſt with their flatteric they ſo thee till, 
Thatthou agree ynto their will. 
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Of Putrifation, 
Spend notthy moneyaway in waſte, 
Giue not to cuery ſpirit credence, 

Bur farſt examine,groape, and taſte; 
Andas thou prooueſt,{o put thy confidence, 
Butcuer beware of greatexpence : 

Andif the Philoſopher doeliue yertuouſlic, 
The better thou mailt cruſt his Philoſophie. 


Prooue him firſt,and him appoſe 

Of all the ſecrets of our Stone; 

VW hich if he knowenot,thou need not to loſe, 
Meddle thou no further, butlet himgone, 
Make he neuer {o piteous a mone; 

For then the Fox can faggeand faine, 

W hen he would to his pray attaine. 


If he cananſ{were as a Clarke, 

Howbeir he hath not prooucd it indeed, 
And thou then help him to his warke; 
It he beyertuous TI hold it meed, 


For he will thee quite if cuer he ſpeed, 
And thou ſhalt knowe by alittle anone, 


If he hane knowledge of our Stone. 


| Onething,one glaſle,one furnace,and no moe, 


Behold this principle it he doc take, 
And if hedoe not,then let him goe, 
For he ſhall never thee rich man make; 
Timely itis better fou him forſake, 
Than after with loſſe and yariance, 
Aad other manner of diſpleaſance. 
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Of Putrifation. 


But if God fortune thee to haue 
This Scienceby doQtrine vrhich I haue told, 
Diſcouer it not whoſocuer it craue, 

For fauour,fearc,ſilucr,or gold; 

Be no oppreſlor,letcher nor boaſter bold : 
Scrue thy God,and help the poore among, 
Itthou this life liſt to continue long. 


Vnto thy ſelfe thy ſecrets cuer keepe 
From ſinners,which hane not Godin dread, 
Burt will thee caſt in priſon deepe, 

Till chou them teach to doe it indeed, 

Then ſlaunder on thee ſhall ſpring and ſpread, 
That thou doeſt coyne then will they ſay, 
And ſo yndoe thee for eucr and aye. 


Andifthou teach themthis cunning, - 

Their ſinfull living for to maintain, 

In hell therefore ſhalbe thy woonning, _ 
For God of thee and them will take giſdaine ; 
As thou nought couldlt therefore thee faine, 
That bodic and ſoule thou maiſt both ſaue, 


And here jo peace thyliuing to haue. 


Now in this Chapter I have thee taught, 
How thouthy bodics mult putrifie, 
And foto guide theethat thou be not caught, 
And put to durancelofle or villanies. 

My doQtrine therefore remember wittely, 
And paſle forth towatdsthe fixt Gate, 

For thus the fit js triumphate. 

720! / The end of the fiſt Gate. 
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Of Conpetatitn 


T be ſixt Gate. 


F Congelarion I need not munch to wrute : 
But what itis, | will to thee declare; 
It1sof (oft things1nduration of colour white, 
And confixation of ſpirits which flying are; 
How to congeale,he needeth not muchto care, 


For Elements will knit together foone, 
Sothat Putrifaftion be kindly doonc. 


But Congelations be made indiuers wile, 

Ot ſpirits and bodies difſoh1ed to water cleare, 
Of ſalts alſo diflolued rwiceorthrile, 

And then congeald intoa fluxible matter; 

Ot ſuch congealing,fooles faſt doo clarrer, 

And ſomedifloluethdiuiding manuallic 


Elements,thew after congealing ropowder drie. 


But ſuch congealing is notto ourdefire, 
For vato ours it is contrarious, 

Ouc congelation dreadeth not the fire : 
For it mult ever ſta 19 it ynuons, 
And it isalſo atinRure fo bounteous, 
Wi hich 1n theaire congealed will not relent 
To water,for then our worke were ſhear. 
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Of Congelation. 


Moreouer copgeale not into.ſo hard a ſtone 
Asglafſcor chriſtall, which meltcth by fuſtoo, 

But ſo that it like waxe will melt anone 

W ithouren blaft : and beware of deluſion, 

For ſuch congealing accordeth not to our concluſion 
As will not flowe,but runne to water againe 

Like ſalt congealed,then laboureſt thou 1n yaine. 


W hich congelation auaileth vs not a deale, 

It longeth to multipliers,congealivg vulgarly: 

If thou therefore liſt to doc weele 

(Siththe medicine ſhall neuer flowe kindly, 
Neither congeale, without rhou firſt it putrifie) 
Firſt purge,and then fixetheclements of our ſtone, 
Till they together congeale and:flowe anone. 


For when thy matter is madeperfeQly white, 
Then will the ſpirit with the bodte congealed be : 
But of that time thou maiſt hauc long reſpite 

Or it congeale like pearles inlighttothee, 

Such congela! ».. be thou glad to ſce, 

And atterhik jrainesred as blood, |. 

Richer than auy worldly good. 


The cartbly groſcnes therefore firſtmortified, 
In moyſtureblacknes ingendred is; 
This principle may notbe dented, 


For naturall Philoſophers fo ſayne ywis: 


W hich had;of whitenes thouw-maiſt not mis; 
And into whitenes ifrhou-congealett once, 
Thea haſtthoua ſtone moſt precious of all ſtones, 
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Of Congelation. 


And by thedrielikeas the moiſt did putrific, 

W hich cauſed in colour blacknes to appeare, 

Right ſo the moyſt congealed by the drie, | 
Ingecadreth whitenes ſhining by night full cleare, 
And drines proccedeth as whiteth the matter, 3 
Like as in blacknes moyſture doth himſhew ? 
By colours variant alwayesnew and new. 


The cauſe of all this is heate moſt temperate, 
Working and mouing the matter continually, 
And thereby alſo the matteris alterate, 

Both inward and outward ſubſtantially, 

Not as doo fooles to ſight ſophiſtically : 

But in euerie partall fireto cadure, 
Fluxible,ftxt,and ſtable in tinCture. 


As Phiſicke determineth of each digeſtion, 
Firſtdone in the ſtomach in which is drines, 
Cauſing whitenes without queſtion, 111 
Likeas the ſecond digeſtionicauſeth rednes, : | 
Complete inthe liuer by heate in temperatenes, 
Right ſo our Stone by drines and by heate 
Digelted is to white and red compleate. / 1 


But here t20u muſt another ſecret knowe, 'T 
How the Philoſophers childein the ayre is borne, 
Bulic thee not too faſt atthe coaleto blowe, 
And takethis neither for mocke nor ſcorne, 

But cruſt merruly,clſe isall thy worke forlorne; _ 
W irhout thinecarth with water reuiued bee, 

Our true congealingſhalt thou ncuer ſec. 


Py 
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Of Congelation. 


A ſoulc itis betwixt heauen andcatth being, 
Ariſing from the carth as ayre with water pure, 
And cauſing life in cuerie Jiuely thing, 
Inceſſable running vpon our fourefolde nature, 
Enforcing to betrer hum with all his cure, 

W hich ayre is the fire of our Philoſophie, 
Named now oyle,now water myſticallic. 


And this meane ayre which oyle or water we call, 
Our fire,our oyntment,our ſpirit,and our Stone, 
In which one thing we ground our wiſedomesall, 
Gocth neitherin nor outalone, 

Nor the fire but the water anone : 

Firſt ir out leadeth and after it bringeth it in, 

As water with water which will net lightly twin. 


And ſo may watcronly our water meeue, 

W hich mouing cauſeth both death and life 
And water to water doth kindly clecue 
Wiirhout repugnance or ame {trife, 

W hich waterto fooles is nothing rife, 
Being of the kinde withouten doubt 

Of the ſpirit, called water and leader our. 


And water isthe ſecretandlife of cuery thing, 
That is of ſubſtance in this world ytound, 

For of water cach thing hath his beginning, 

As ſhowethin women when they ſhalbe vabound 
By watcr,which patleth before 1t all be ſound, 


Called Albien,firſt from them running, 


With greeuousthrowes before their childing, 


” ww  I— — — waa” 
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Of Conpelation. 
And truly that is the cauſe moſt priacypall 
W hy Philoſophers charge vs to be patient, 
Tilliime the water be dried to powder all, _ 
Vithnouriſhing heate,continuall,not violent: 
For qualities de.conrarious of eucrie clement, 
Till after blacke in white be made an vnion 
Ot them for cuer, congeald without diuiſton. 


And furthermore,the preparation of chis conucrſton: 
From thing to thing, from one [tate to another, 

Is done onely by kindly anddiſcreete operation 
Ot Nature,as is of ſperme withia the mother; 
For ſperme and heate,are as ſiſter and brother, 
W hich be conuerted inthem(clues as nature can, 
By aQtion and paſsioa at laſt to perteA-man; 


For as the bodily part by nature was combynate 
Into man,is fuchas the beginner was, 

W hich though it thus fro thing to thing was alterate. 
Not outof kiade,to mixe with other kinde did paſle, 
And ſo our matter ſpermaticall within our glafle, 
Withinit ſelfe muſt turne fromthing to thing, 

By heatc moſt temperate only it nouriſhing. 


An other example naturall I may thee tell, 

How the ſubſtance of an egge by nature is wroughtr 

Into a Chickennot paſsing out of the ſhell, 

A plainer example could I not hauc thought, \ 

And their conuerſtons be madetill forth be brought | 

From ſtate to [tate,the like by like in kinde, 

With nouriſhing hcate: onely bearcethis in minde. 
Anothes 
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Of Congelation. 
Another example here alſothcu maiſt read 
Of vegetable chings, raking conſideration, 
How cucric thing growcth of his owne ſecede 
Through heate and moylture,by naturall operation; 
Andrchictfore myneralls be nouriſhed by miniſtration 
Ot moyſtureradicall, which there beginning was, 
Not paſsing their kinde within one glas. 


There wethem turne from thing to thing againe, 
Into their mother rhe water when they goe : 

V hich principle yoknowen, thou labourelt in yaine. 
Then all is ſperme; and things there be no moc 

But kinde with kinde in number two, 

Male and temale,agentand paticor, 

Within the matrix ofthe carth moſt orient. 


Andrheſe be turned by heate from thing tothing 
Within ore glafle, and fo from ſtate to ſtate, 
Vnrill thetimethat nature doth them bring 
Tato one ſubſtance ofthe water regenerate: 
And ſo the ſperme with his kinde'is alterate, 
Adle in ikenes his kindeto multiply, 

As doth in kindeall other things naturally. 


Inthe time of this ſaid proces naturall, 

Wi hilethatthe ſperme concejned is growing, 

The ſubſtance is nouriſhed with his owne menſtruall, 
W hich water ©:1ly out of the earth did ſpring, 

W hoſe colour is greenc inthe firſt ſhowing : 

And from thartim? the Sanne hidth his oke, 


Taking his courſe throughout the North, by night. 
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Of Conpgelation. 


| The ſayd menftruall is (I fay to thee in counſell) 


The blood of our greeneLyon and not of vitriall, 


Dame Venus can the troth of this thee tell, 


Atthe beginning, to counſell it thou her call, 

This ſecret is hid by Philoſophers great and ſmall, 
W hich blood drawne out of the greene Lyon, 
For lack of heate had not perfeR digeſtion. 


But this blood called our ſecreat menſtruall, 

W herewith our ſperme isnouriſhed temperately, 
W hen itis turned into the feces corporall, 

And ſo become white perteQly and very dryc, 


Congeald and fixediinto his owne bodice, 


Then biſcoCt blood to ſight ic may well ſeeme, 
Of this worke named the milke white Dyademe. 


Vaderſtand now that our firic water thus acuate, 


Is called our menftruall watcr, whercin 


Our earth is looſed and naturally calcinate, 


By Congelation thatthey may ncuer twinne, 


Bur yetto congeale more water thou mY 


notlinne: - 


Into three partes. of the acuate water ſaydatfore,(more. 
With the fourth parte of thecarth congealed andno 


Vato that ſubſtance therefore ſo congelate, 


The fourth parte put of water chriſtaline, 


And make them then together to be diſpouſate, 


By Congelation into a miner metaline, 


Which like a (worde new flipped will ſhine, 


After the blacknes which firſt will ſhew, 


The fourch'parte then giue it of water new. 


Imbihitions 


Of Conpelation. 


Imbtbitions many it muſt haue yer, 

Giue it the ſecond, andafter the third alſo. 
The layd proportion keeping inthy witr, 
Then to another the fourth time looke thou goe, 

The fift time and the f1xt anc not therefore, 

But put two parres at each time of them three, 

And at the ſcucnth time fine partes muſt there bee. 


W hen thou baſt made ſeauen times Imbibition, 
ainethen muſt thou turne about thy wheele, 
Andputrific all that matter without addirion, 
Firſt blacknes abiding if thou wile doc wecle, 
Then into whitenes congeale it yp each deele, 
And after by rednes into the ſouth aſccad, 

TT hen halt thou broughtthy baſe ynto an cnd. 


Thus is thy water then divided into partes two, 
With the firſt parte the bodics be purrificate, 

Andto thine Imbibitions the ſecond parte muſt goe, 
W ith which thy matter isafterwarde demigrate, 
And ſoone ypon cafie decottion albificate, 

Thea is it named by Philoſophers our ſtarry ſtone, 
Bring that to rednes then is the {txt gate wonne. 


The end of che ſixt gare. 


H 2 Of 


Of # bation. 


T he ſexenth Gate. 


Ow of Cibatton I rurne my pen to write, 
Sith ic mult here the ſeuenth place occupie: 
But in few words it wilbe expedite, 

Take heedetherefore,and vnderſtand me witteclic 
Cibationis called a feeding of our matter drie, 


With milke and meate, which moderately thou doe,. 


Vorill it be brought rhe third orderynto. 


Bur giue itneuer ſo much,that chou1t glut; 
Beware ofdropſey,and alſo of Noahsflood : 

By little and little therefore thou co ir put 

Of meate andurinke,as teemes to doo it good, 
Thar watry humours not oucrgrow the blood, 
Todrinketherctore ltit be meaſured to, 

That kindly appetite thou neuer quench 1t-tro.. 


For if it drinke too much,theo muſt it haue 
Avomitorcls it wilbefick roo Jong, 
From the dropfie theretore thy wombe thou ſane, 
And from the flrx,or els itwilbe wrong, 
But rather lct4t thirſt for drinkeamony, 
Than thou ſhouldlt giue it ouermuch at once. 
VW hich mult in youth bedicted torthe nonce. 


Of ( ibation. 

2 Andifthoudict ir (as naturedoth require) 
Moderately till time that it be growento age, 

From colde it kceping, and nouriſhing with moyt fire, 
Then hall ir growe,aud wexe full of courage, 
Anddoetothee both pleaſure and aduantaye: 

For he ſhall make dark= bodies whole and bright, 
Clcnliog their leprofies through his might. 
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Three times mult thou turne about thy wheele, 
Sill keepingrthe rule of the ſaid Cibation, 

Aad then as ſoone as it the fire doch feele, 

Like waxc it wilbe readie vatol1quation: 

This chapter necdeth no longer proteſtation, 

For I haue toldethee-the dictoric moſt conuenient, 


45 _" 


” « 4 F*4 - 4 wal _ %... 
#4 f _< i hb. . - by Lo T —_— - 4 \ At a = E » Re £ x © s p hy 5 F *. 2 WM - La - 
, P__ 4 23g : =y p: 0G? 7 Ca BE # - 3 , pd... eb < <- - —— 7 . | Z og . =. 


” Afterthine Elements be made equipolent. 
'S 
” Andalſo howto whitenesthou ſhalrbring thy golde, 
: Moltlikein figurerolcaues of hawthornetrec 
| Called Mapneſutatoreas I hauertolde, | 


” Andourwhute Sulphure without combultitilitics 
 Whichfromthe fice away will ncuer flic. 
 Andthus the ſecueath Gate (as you deſired) , 

: Iathevprifingot the Sunne is conquered, 


Theend of the ſeuznth Gate. 
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Of Sublimation. 


'T. he eo bt Gate. 


I haue to ſpeake, which theeight Gate is. 
Fooles doo ſublime,but (ublime thou not ſo, 
For we ſublime notas they doe ywis : 
To ſublime truly therefore thou ſhaltnot mis, 
It thou canſt make thy bodies firſt ſpirituall, 
And then thy ſpirits (as I haue taught thee) corporall. 


| Ere of our Sublimarion a word or twa 


Some doe Mercurie from yitrioll and ſalt ſublime, 
And orher ſpirits from ſcales of yron and ſtcele, 
From egg-ſhels calcined,and from quick lime, 

And in their manner yet ſublime they right weele : 
Bur ſuch ſubliming accordeth neuer a deele 
Toourintents,tor we ſublime not ſo, 

 Torruc lublming therefore,vow will I goe. 


In Sublimation furlt beware of one thing, 

That thou ſablimeto the top of the vellell : 

For wichout violence thouſhkalt it not downe bring 
. Againe,but there itwill abide and dwell, 

So it reioyceth with refrigeration I thee tell, 
Keeper therefore with temperate heate adowne 
Full tortie dayes,till it wexe blacke and browne. 


For 


Of Subltmation. 


For then the ſoule beginneth ro come out 

From his owne veynes,for all that ſubtill is 
W1ll with the (pirite aſcend withouten doubt, 
Beare in thy.minde therefore,and thinke on tais, 
How here eclipſed been thy bodies, 

As they doeputrific ſubliming more and more 
Into water,vatill they be all vp ybore. 


Andrthus their yenome when they have ſpucdourt 
Into the water then blacke it doth appeare, 
Becomming fpirituall cach deale without doubt, 
Sublimiog ealilic in our manner, 

Into the water, which doth him beare: 

For intheayreour childe muſt thus be bore 

Of the water againe,as I haucſaid before. 


But when'theletwo by Sublimation continuall 

Be laboured ſo with heate both moyſt and temperate, 
Thatall is whute and purely made (pirituall, 

Then heauen yponecarth mult be reiterate 

Vntill the ſoule with the bodice be incorporate 

That carth become all that before was heauen, 

W hich wilbe done in Sublimations ſcauen. 


And Sublimations we make for cauſes three, 
The firſt cauſe is, to make the bodie (pirituall; 
The ſecond is,thatthe ſpirite may corporail bee, 
And becomefixt with it,and conſubſtanriall; 
Thethird.cauſe is,that from his filthic originall 
He may becleanſed,and his falrnes ſfulphurious 
May bc miniſhed in. him, which is infeQous, 


Then 


Of Sublimation, 

Then when they thus togetherdepured be, 
They will ſublime vp whiter than the ſnowe 
That ſight will greatly comfortthee: 

For then anon perfeRly thou ſhalt knowe * 
The ſpirits ſhall ſo adowne ythrowe, 
Thatrthis cightGate ſhalbe to thee vnlocked, 
Out of the which many be ſhut and mocked. 


The end of the eight Gate. 


Of Firmentation. 
The ninth Gate, 


Ruc Firmentation few VV orkers vnderſtand, 
{ Thatſecret therefore T will exponnd to thee, 
I crauailedtruly through manic a Land, 

Ere cuer I might finde any thar would tell ir mce : 
Yet as God would,cuermore blefled be hee, 

Art thelaſt I came to the knowledge thereot perfite, 
Take heede therefore what I thereof doe write. 


Firmentations in diners manners be doone, 
By which our medicine mult be perpetuate 
Into cleere water : ſome looſeth Sunne and Moone, 

And with their medicines make them to be congelate; 
W hich 1nthe fire when they be examinate 
May not abide,noralter with complement: 
For ſuch Firmenting is not to our 1otent, 


But 


Of Permentation. 
But yet morc kindly ſome other men doone, 
Fermenting their medicines inthis wile, 
In Mercurte difſoluing both Sunne and Moone, 
Till time with the ſpirit they will ariſe, 
Subliming them together twice or thrice; 
Then Fermentationtherewith they make : 
Thatisa way,butyet weit forſake. 


Some other there be which haue more hap, 
Totouch the troth in part of fermenting, 
They amalgame their bodies with Mercuric like pap, 
Then thereypontheir medicines relenting : 

Theſe of our ſecrets have ſome henting. 

But not the truth with perfe& complement, 

Becauſe they neither putrifie, nor alter their Ferment. 


That poynt therefore I will diſcloſe vnto thee, © 
Lookc how thou didit with thine yoperfet bodie, 
Doe ſo withthy pzrfe&t bodics1n cach degree, 

That is to ſay,firſt thou them purrifie, 

Their former qualities deſtroying vtterly, 

For this is wholly to our intent, 

T hat firſt thou alter before thou ferment. 


'S., 


Tothy compound make firment rhe fourth parr, 
VW hich ferments been only of Sunne and Moone; 
It thou therefore be mailter of this Arte, 

Thy Fermentationlet thus be doone, | 
Fixe watcrand earthtogether ſoone, | 
And when thy medicine as waxe doth flowe, 


Then vpon malgameslookethou itthrowe. 
| I And 
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Of Fermentation. 
And when all that together is mixed, - 
 Abouctheglaſſewell cloſed makethy fire, 
And (o continue it till all be fixed, 

And well {crmentcd ro thy defire, 

Then make ProjeQton after thy pleaſure, 
Fur that is medicine cach deale perfite, 
Thus muſt thou ferment both red and white. 


For like asflowre of wheate made into paſte 
Requireth ferment, which leauen we call 

Ot bread,that it may haue the kindly taſte, 

And become foode ro man and woman cordial : 
Right ſo thy medicine termentthou ſhall, 

That it may taſte ofthe Fetment pure, 

Atall aflayes for cucrto cndure. 


And vnderſtand that therebe Fermentsthree, 
T wo bc of bodies in nature cleenc, 

W hich muſt bealtred as I hauc told thee; 
The third moſt (ſecret of which I meene, 

Is the firſt carth of hiswatergreene : 

And therefore when the Lion doth thurſt, 
Make himto drinketill his belly burſt. 


Of this a Queſtion if I ſhould mooue, 

And askeot workers, what isthis thing ? 
Anon thereby I ſhould chem prooue, 

It they had knowledge of our fermenting : 
For manic a man ſpcakerh wich wondring, 
Of Robin hoodand of his bowe, 

VW hich neuer ſhot therein I trowe. 
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Of Fermentation. 


For Fermentationtrueas I thee tell, 

Is of the ſoule with the bodies incorporation, 
Reſtoring to it the kindly ſmell, 

Wuth af and colour by naturall conſpiſſation, 
Otthiogs diſſeuered,adue reintegration, | 
W hereby the bodie ofthe ſpirit taketh imprefsion, 
Thateither the other may help to haue ingreſsion. 


For like as bodies in their compaction corporall, 
May not ſhewe out their qualitics cfteQually, 
Vaoull the time that they become fpirituall, 

No more nuy ſpirits abide with bodies ſtedfaſtly, 
Till they with thembe confixate proportionally, 
For then the bodieteacheth the ſpirit to ſuffer fre, 
Andthe ſpiritthe bodic tocnter to thy defire. 


Thereforc thy gold with gold chou muſt fermenc, 
With his owne water thy carth cleanſed I meene, 
Nought clſe to ſay but element with clement, 

The ſpiritoflife onely going betweene, 

For like as an adamant as thou haſt ſeenc 

Draweth yron to him,ſo doth our carth by kinde, 
Drcawe downe to him his ſoule borne yp with winde. 


Vi ith winde therefore the ſoule lead outand in, 
Mingle gold with gold,thar is forto ſay, 

Make Element with Element together rin 

Till time all fire they ſuffer may, 

Forcarth is Fermient withouten nay 

To wartcr,and water the carth ynto, 

Our Fermentatighhgn this wiſe muſt be doe. _ 
my -. Ra © _-\_ 
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Of Fermentation. 


Fatth is gold,and fo is the ſoulealſo 
Not common, but ours thus Elementate, 
And yetthereto the Sunne mult goe, 

T hat by our wheelc it may be alterate : 
For ſoto ferment it mult be preparatc, 
That itprofoundly may 1oyned bee, 
Withother natures as I ſaidtothee. 


And whatſocucr I bauec here ſaid of gold, 
The ſame of filuer I will thou vaderſtand, 
Thatthou them putrifte and alter (as I haue told) 
Ercthou thy medicineto firment cake in hand : 
Forſooth I could ncuer finde him in Exeland 

V hich in this wiſe to firment could me teach 


Wiithouten error, by praiſe or by ſpeach. 


Now of this chapter needeth to treateno more, 
Sith I intend prolixicic to eſchew ; 
Remember well my words therefore, 
 Whichthou ſhalt proue by praQtiſe trew, 
And Sunnc and Moone looke thou renew, 
That they may hold of the fiſt nature, 

Then fhall their tinQturecuermore endure. 


And ycta way there is moſt excellent, 
Bclonging vnto another working , 

A water we make moſt redolent, 

All bodies to oyle wherewith we bring, 
With which our medicine wemake flowing, 
A quinteflence this water wecall, 

In man which healeth diſcaſes all. 
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Of Fermentation. 


But with thy baſe, after my doArinepreperate 

W hich is our calx this mult be done, 

For when our bodies be ſo calcinate, 

That water will to oyle diffolue them ſoone, 

Make thou therefore oyſe both of Sunneand Moone, 
W hichis ferment molt fragrant for to ſmell. 

And ſo the ninth gate is conquered of this Caſtell. 


Theend of the ninth Gate. 


Of Exaltation. 
T he tenth Gate, 


Roceede we now tothe chapter of Exalration, 

Of which truly thou muſt haue knowledge pure, 
But little it is different from Sublimation, 

If thou conccuue itright I you cnſare, 

Hereto accordeth the holy ſcripture, 

Chriſt aying thus, itTexalted be, 

Then ſballI draw all things vato me. 

I 3 Our 
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"Of Exaltation«” - 


Our medicine if we exalt right fo, 

It ſhalbe thereby nobilitate, 

Thar muſt be done in manners two , 
Fromtimethe parties be diſpouſare, | 

VW hich muſt be crucified and examinare, 
And then contumulate both man and wiſe, 
And after reniued by the ſpiritof life. 


Then vpto heauen they muſt exalted be, 
There to be 1n bodie and ſoule glorificate, 
For thou muſt bring them co ſuch ſubtiltie, 
thatthey aſcend together to be intronizate, 
Incloudes of clearenes to Angels conſociate, 
Then ſhall they draw as thou ſhalr (ce, 

Al other bodies to their owne dignitce. 


If thou thereforethe bodies wilt cxalr, 

Firſt withthe ſpiritof lifethou them augment, 

till time the carth be well fabrilizace, 

By naturall reifying ofcuery Element, 

Them vpexalting into the firmament, 

Then much more precious ſhall they be thangold, 
Becauſe of the quintellence which they doc holde. 


For when the colde hath oucrcome the heate, 
Then into water the Ayre ſhall turned be, 
And ſotwo contraries together ſhall meete, 
Tillether with orherright well agree, 

So into Ayre the wateras I tcll thee, 
VW hen heate of colde hath got domination, 
Shall be conuerted by craft of our circulation. 


And 
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Of Exaltation. 
Andof the Ayrethen fire haue thou ſhall, 
By looſing putrifying and ſubliming, 
And fire thou haſt of the earth materiall, 
Thinc Elements thus by craft dificuering, 
Moſt eſpecially thine carth well calcining, 
And when they be cach one made pure, 
Then doe they holde all of the firſt nature. 


On this wiſe therefore makethem becirculate, 
Each into other cxalting by and by, 

Andall in this one glaile ſurcly figillate,. 

Not with thine hands, but as I tcachthee naturally, 
Fire into water then turne firſt hardly, 

For fire isin Ayre,which is in water exiſtent, 

And this conuerſton accordeth to our intent. 


Then furthermore turneonthy wheele, 

Thar into carth the ayre conuerted be, 

W hich will bedonealfo right well, 

For Ayre is in watcr beiog in carth truſt me, 
The waccr into fire contrartous in hes qualitie, 
Soone turne thou mayit for water ia carth is, 
W hich is in fire,conuerſtontrue is this. 


The wheele is now neere turned abour, 

Into ayre turncearrh which is thepropcr neſt, 

Ot other Elements there is nodoubr, 

Forcarth in fire is, which in ayre takethreſt, 

This circulation beginne thou inthe welt, 

Then into the ſouth, till they cxalted bee, | 
Proccede Quely,asinthy figure I haue taught thee, 


; -® 
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Of Exaltation. 


In which proceſſe clearely thou maylt ſee, 
Fro one extreame how to another thou mayſt not go, 
But by a meane, ſince they inqualitics contrarious be, 
And reaſon will forſooth that it beſo, 

As heatc into colde,with other contraries mo, 

Wi ichout their meanes as moylt to heateand colde, 
Examples ſufficient beforethis I haue tolde. 


ba 


Thus hauec I caughtthee how to make 
Of all chine Elements a perfett circulation, 


Andat thy figure example to take, 
How thou ſhalt make this forelaide Exalzation, 


And of thy medicine inthe Elements true graduation, 


Till it be brought toa gueneritietemperate, 
And then thou haſt conquered the tenth gate. 


The end of the tenth Gate. 


Of M ultiplication. 
T be elenenth Gate, 


Yleiplication now to declare I proccede, 

V hich is by Philoſophers in thiswiſe defined 
Augmentation itis of the Elixer indeede, 
In goodnesand quantitic both for white and red, 
Multiplicationis therefore as they doc write, 

That thing thatdoth augmer medicines in cach degrec, 


In colour, in odour, in yertucand alſo in quantitee, 
| And 


Of Multiplitation. 


And wh y thow.wayſt this Snag! 
Tofiniely forſoothche cauſcis phis;; +71). 4, [176 E 


Forit is fire, hich kindled will neuer. tie. T1041 
Dwelling with thee,asfire doth in houſes, 4 
Of which one ſparks may make more fire ywiss |. T 
As muske in pigments and ather iow moy +1 

In vertue multiplied, and our medicineright ſo. 


Sohe isrich whichfire hath lefle or more,” 

Becauſe he may ſo hugely ic multiply; | - 'F 
Andrightſe rich is hewhich aoy parte hathj in ſtore; | 
Of Mat He which be. augmentable infinitely, 
One way if thou diſlolue our pouders drye, 
And make oftentimes of them.Congelation, _ - - -/ 
Thercof.in goqdacs then makeſt thou Augmenation. 


Thelecond way both in goodnes and Sager 
It multiplycth by iterate Fermentation, 
As inthatchaptecr,I ſhewed plainely rothee, . 


By diners manners of .gaturall opegation, «.-- - 
And allo inthe'c chapter of our Cibagion,: 


W here thoy mayſt know how thou ſhalt wultipe, 
Thy medicinewith-Metcurie infinicely.. .. 


But and thou-wile both.looſe ahd ekeferment; + - 
Bota more in quantiticand better will it be: 

And in ſuch wiſethou mayſt it ſoone augment, 
Thatinhy glaſleitwillgrowelikeatree, | 1) 1! / 
Thetree off Hermesnamed-letmely to fee; ©: von bo: 
Of which one pippina thouſand will coulkiplies 
Ifthou canft make thy proicCtion witely. 


K- . And 
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Of Multiplication, 
Andlike as Saffron whenitis puluerizate, ' 
By little and little it it with hquor be 
Tempred, andthen with much moreliquor dilate, © 
Teyneth much more of liquor in quantitie, 

Thi being whole in his grafſe nature:ſo ſhalt thou ſee, 
That our Elixer, the more itis made thinne, 

1 he farther jntinCure it faſtly will crane. 


Keepe in thy fire therefore bath cuen and morrow, 
From houlc to houſe that thou neede nor to rinne, 
Among thy neighboursthy fireto ſeeke or borrow, 
The more thou keepelt, the moregood ſhalt thou win 
Mulctiplyiog it alwaics more & more thy glaſle within, 
By feeding with Mercurie vnto thy liues end, 

So haltthou haue more than thou needeſt ro ſpend. 


This matter is plaine I will no more 

W ritethereof,let reaſon thee guide, 

Be ncuer the bolder to finne therefore, 

But ſerue thy Godthe betterin cach tide: 

And while that thou ſhalr in this life abide, 
Beare this in minde, forget notT thee pray, 
Asthou ſhalt appeare betore God at domes day. 


His ownegreat giftes therefore and his treaſure, 
Diſpoſe thou vertuouſlly, helping the poore at necde, 
Thar in this world thou mayſt to thee procure, 
Mercy and grace with heauenly+blifle to mcede, 
And pray to God deuontly that he thee leade, 
Inatthe twelfth gare, as hecan beſt, 
Soonc after then thou ſhalt end thy conqueſt. - 
dy 1 The end of the eleucnth gate, 


of 


Of Protethon. 


T hetwelfth Gate. Wj 

(htable, 

N Proiection it ſhal be proued if our praQtiſe be pro- 
Of which it behoucth me the Point, 1:11 to moue, 
Therefore 1t thy tinfure be ſure and not yatiable, 

By alittle of thy medicine thus mayſt thou proue, 

Wi ith mertle, or with Mercury as pitch it willcleaue, 

And teyne inProicttion all fires to abide, 


And ſoonc it will entcrand ſpread him full wide. 


But many by ignorance doe warre that they made, 

W hen on metrals ynclenſed Proietion they make, 

For becauſe of corruption their tintures muſt fade, 

W hich they would notaway firſt fromthe body take, 
. Which after ProieQtion be brinle blew and black, * 

That thy tinQture therefore may cuermore laſt, 

Firſt ypon ferment thy medicine ſee thou caſt. 


Then brittle as glafſe will thy ferment bee, 

Vpon bodies clenſed and made yery pure, 
Caſt that brittle ſubſtance and ſoone ſhaltthou ſee, 
That they ſhall be curiouſly coloured with tinRure, 
Wi hall aflayes for euer ſhall endure, 

But profitable ProteQtion perteQly ro make, 

Atthe Pſalmes of the Pſalter cxample thou take. 
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-.. Of Proieflion..... 
On Fundamentacaſt firſtthis plalme Nunc dimiictis, 
Vpon yerba mea, then calt Fundamentabeliuc, 
Then Verbe ypon diligam,conceiue me with thy wits» 
And dilizam ypon «trendite,ifthou liſt to thriue, 

Thus make thou Projettions, three, foure,or fine, 
TillthetioQure of the medicine beginnetodecreaſe,, 


And then it is time of Proieftion.to ceaſe. 


By this miſtie talking I meane nothing elſe, 

But that thou muſt caſt firſt the lefle on the more; 
Encreaſing aye the number.as wiſemen theetells, , 
And keepe thou thisſecreat vnto thy ſelfe in ſtore, 
Be couctous of cunning it.is no burden fore, (cleane; 
For he that ioyncth, nor the Elixer with bodies made 
He wotteth not ſurely what ProicCion doth meane. 


Ten if thou multiplic ficſt intoren, 

One hundreth thatrnumbermak<th ſickerly; 

If one hundreth intoan hundcerh be my}ciplied, then - 
Tenthouſand is thatrnumber ifthou count it wittely,. 
Then into asmuch moreten thouſand to multiplic, 

It is a thouſand thouſand; which multiplicd ywis,. 
Tnto as much more a hundreth millions is. 


That hundreth millions being multiplyed likewiſe: - 
Into tenthonſand miltons, as I to thee doe ſay, 
Maketh ſo greata number I wot not what it is, 
Thy number in Proicion thus multiplyealway:,. - - 
Now childe.of thy curtelic for me thart Qu Pray, 
Sith I bauerolde thee our ſecrets all and ſome, (come. 
Tothe which I beſeech GOD by grace thou mayſt 
q Now 


5, 


Of Proteftion. 
Now haſt thou conquered theſe gates'twelue, 
Andall the Caſtle thou holdeſt ar thy will, 
Keepethy ſecreats in ſtore tothy lelte, 
And the commaundements of God looke thou fulfill, 
In fire ſee thou continue thy glafles ſtill, 
And multiply thy medicines aye more and more, 
For wiſe mea doe (ay, that ſtore is no ſore. 


T he ende of the twelue Gates, intituled 
Ripleys Compound of Alchymie. 
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KRecapitulatio totin: operis 
pred. 


Orto bring this Treatiſeto a finallende, 

j * And briefly here to concJude theſe ſecrets all, 
Diligeatly looke thou;and to thy figureatrend, 

W hich doth it trcontatoe thele ſecrets/great & ſmall, 

Anditthon irconceitie;borhtheoricall and practicall, 

By figures and colours,by ſcripture plaine, 

Ir wituly conceiued , thou mayſt not worke in vaine. 


K 3 Conſider 


Recapitulatto, 
Conſider firſt the latitude of this precious Stone]' - 
Beginning 1nche firſt fidenoted inthe Weſt, 
W here the red man & the white woman be made one; 
Spouſed viith the ſpirite of lifeto liue tn reſt, 
Earth and waterequally proportionate,that is beſt, |, 
And one of the carth is good,and of the ſpiritthree, 
W hich twelueto fowrealfo of the carth may bee. 


Three of the wifc,and one of the man thou take, 

- Andtieleſſe of the ſpirit in this diſpouſation, 

The rather thy Calctnation for certain ſhaltthou make; 
Then forth into the North procced by obſcuration 
Of the red man and his white wife, called Eclipſation, 
Loofing them andalrringthem berwixt winter 8 yere, 
Into water turning carth,darke and nothing cleare. 


From thence by colours many one into the Eaſt aſcend, 
Then ſhall the Moone be full appearing by day-light, 
Then is ſhe paſſed purgatorie, and her courſe at an cnd, 
There is the vpriſing of the Sunne appearing bright, 
There is Summer after Vere,and day after night : 
The carth & water which wer black, be turned to aire, 
Aad clouds of darknes oucrblown,8 all apeareth faire. 


inning of thy prafiſe, - 


And as in the weſt was the begi 
And the North the perfc& meane of profoiidalteratio: 
- Sointhe Eaſt after themthe beginning of ſpeculatis is 
But of this courſe yp in the ſouth the ſun maketh colti- 
T her bin the clements turned into fire by circulatis: (matis, 
Then to win to thy defirethou needit not be in doubt, 

For the wheele of ourphiloſophic thou haſt —_ 
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Recapitulatio. 
But yeraboutagaine two times turne thy wheele,(phy. 


In which bin coprebeded allthe ſecrets of our philoſo- 
Inchapiters 1 2.madeplaine tothee,if thoucoceiue the well, 


And all the ſecrets by 8& by of our lower Aſtronomy, 

How thou ſhalt calcine bodies, perfit,diflolue diuide 8 
putrifie, 

W ith perfet knowledge of all the poles which inour 
heauen beene, 


Shining with colours inexplicable, neuer were gayer 
(lecne. 


Andrhus our ſecret concluſion know withouten failc, 

Our red man tcineth not,nor his wite,til they teined be, 

Therefore if thou liſt thy ſelfe by this craft to auaile, 

The altitude of the bodies hide, 8 ſhewe outtheir pro- . 
funditic, 

In cuery of thy materials deſtroying the firſt qualitie, 

And ſecondary qualities more glorious in them repaire 


anone, 


Andin oneglaſle,and with one rule, fourcnatures turn 
(to one, 


Pale & black with falſe citrine, imperfe& white & red, 
The Peacocks feathers in colours gay, the Raincbowe 
which ſhall oucrgoe, | 
The ſpotted pither,the ly green, the crowes bil blue as lead, 
Theſe ſhall apeare before thee perfeQ white, and manie 


other moe, 
And afterthe pure white,gray,falſe citrine alſo, 
Andatftertheſe,the ſhall apeare the body red ivuarjable, 
Then haſt thou a medicine of the thirde order of his 


owne kinde multiplicable. 


Recapitulatio. 
Thou muſt diuide thy white Elixer iato parts two: + 
Before thou rubific,& into glaſſes two letthE be doone; 
If thou wilt haue for Si & moonthy elixcr both doſo; 
And into mercury the multiply to great quatity ſoone, 
And if thou had not at the beginning to fill a ſpoone, 
Yet mailt thon them ſo multiply both white and red. 
Thatifthou liue a 1000.yercs,they ſhalftad thee1n ted, 


Hane thou recourſeto thy wheele therefore I counſell 
thee, 

And ſtudic him well to know in cach chapter truly, 

Meddle with no phantaſticall multipliers, but lct the be, 

W hich will thee flatter feining chem cunning in Pha: 
loſophie, (tihe, 


 Doeas I bid thee; the diffolue theſe forcſaid baſes Wit- 

And turnethem into pertect oylcs with out true water 
"ardent, 

By circulation that muſt be done according tO Our in- 
tent; 


Theſe oyles will ixe crude Mercuric and conuert-bo- 


dics all 
Into perfe& Sunne and Moone, when thou ſthalr EEK 


| _ ProteCtion; uw Hel dice 
That oylie ſubſtance pure & fixt Raimond Luly did call 
His Baſilick, of which he ncuer made ſo plain dereQig: 
Pray for me to God,that I may be one ot his eleftion, 
hed that he will for one of his, at doomeſday me ken, 


And graunt me his bliſeto raigne with him tor cuct, 
( Amer; 
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Fins Recapitulati Onts, 


eAn Admonition,wherein the eAuthor 


aeclareth his erronious Experiments, 


Frer all this, will thou vnderſtand 

For thy ſaucgard, what I haue doone, 

Manie experiments haueT taken in hand 

As I fonnd written for Sunne and Moone : 

The which I will tell thee, rehearſing ſoone, 
Beginning at the vermilion,which proued nought, 
And Mercuric ſublimed,which I dearly bought. 


I made ſolutions full manic a one 
Of ſpirits,ferments,ſalrs,yron, and fteele, 
Veening ſo to make the Philoſophers Stone: 


But finally I loſt cuery deele, 

After my bookes yet wrought I weele, 
W hichcuermore yatrueT precued, 
Which made me oft full ſore agrecued. 


W aters corſtue and waters ardent, 
With which I wrought indiuers wiſe, 
Manie one I made, but all were ſhent, 
Ego-ſhells I calcined twice or thriſc, 


Oyles from Calxes I made yp toric, 
And cuceryElement I did from other twin, 


But profit found I none therein. 
L Alſo 
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Errontous Experiments. 


AlſoT wrought in ſulphure and virriall, 
Which fooles doe call the greene Lyon, p 
In Arſinike,in orpimenr,foule them befall, 

In debili principio was my inception, 

Therefore in fine, was fraude my concluſion : 

And thus I blew my thrifr at the cole, 

My cloathes were bawdie,my ſtomackeneuer whole. 


Sal Armoniacke,and Sandinere, af? 

Sal Alcalic,Sal allembroke,and Sal attinckarre,' 

Sal carrar,ſalr common,Sal gem moft cleare, 

Salt Peter,ſalt ſod,of theſe beware, 

And fromthe odour of quickfiluer keepe thee farre,, 
Meddle not with Mercurie precipitate, 

Neither with imperfect bodics rubificate. 


I prooucd vrine,cggs,hairc and blood, 

The ſoule of Saturne,and alſo of markazite, 

e/£5 v$t,and Croketeere,which did meneuer good, 
And the ſcales of yron-which Smithes of ſmite, 
Litarge and Antimonic,not worth a mite;; 

Of the which gay tinCtures did I ſhew, 

Both red and white, which were yntrew. 


Oyle of lyme,and water with labour great 

I made,calcimng it with ſalt preperate,. 

And by it ſelte with violent heate, 

Grinding with vineger till I wasfatigate, 

And alſo with aqua vite,withſpices acuate 

Vpon a marble Stone,which ſtood mein coſt, 
And oyles with coroſtues I made; but all was loſt. 


Manie 


 Erronons Experiments. 


Manic a Malgame did I wake, 

Wieeening to fixe them to great auaile, 
And thereto Sulphuredid I take, 
Tartar,egges,whites,and oyle of the ſnayle, 
But cuer of my purpole did I faile, 

For what for the more,and what for the las, 
Eucrmore ſomethipg wanting there was. 


Wi ine and milke,oyles and rennyt, 

The ſlyme of ſtarresthar fall on ground, 
Celedonic with Secundines and many mo yet; 
Intheſc I praftiſcdas I in bookes found, 

I wan rightnought, bur loſt many a pound, 

Of Mercuric and mettalls I made chriltall ſtones, 
W ccning it had been a worke for the nones. 


Thus 1 roſted and broyled,as one of Gebers cookes, 
Oft rimes inthe aſſhes my winning I ſought, 

For I was decciued by manic falſe books, 

W hereby yntruth truly T wrought, 

Butall ſuch experiments auailed meright novght, 
But brought me 1n danger and encumbrance, 

By loſe of my goods and other greeuance. 


For the lone of our Ladic ſuch lewdncs eſchew, 
And medle with no falſbood,that neucr proued weele, 
Aſſay whentheeltketh,and rhqu ſhalt finde it trew, 
W inncſhaltthou right nought,butloſe cucrie decle, 
Pencein thy purfe pawtner tew fhaltthou feele, 

In ſmokes afd in ſmcls thou ſhalt haue much woe, 


That ynneth forſicknes on carth thou ſbalt Foe, 
L 2 I ſaw 


Erromous Experiments, 
I awe neuer true worke truly but one, 
Of which inthis Treatiſe the truth I have told: 
Studie only therefore how ro make our Stone, © 
 Forthereby maiſt thou winne both ſiluerand gold, 
Vpon my writing therefore, to ground thee be bold : 
So ſhalt thou looſe nought if God bethy guide, = 
Trult co my doQtrine,and thereby abide. 


Remember that Man is moſt noble creature 

Of carthly compolition,that ener God wrought, 

In who 1sthe foure Elements, proportioned by nature, 
A narturail Mercurialitie, which coſteth righr nought, 

: One of his myner by arte it is brought; +: 0«4 
For our merttalls be nought els but our myners two, 

Of Sunnc and Moone, wife Raymond ſaid {o. 


Theclcarnes of the Moone,and of the Sunne fo bright, 
Into theſe two myners deſcendeth ſecretly, 

How beit theclearnesis hid from thy light, 

W hich by craftthou ſhalt make iro appeare openly : 
This hid Stone,this one thing therefore putrifie, 
And waſh him in his owne broth till-white he become; 
Then ferment him wittily; loe here isall and ſome. 


Now to God Almightic I thee commend, 

W ho graunt thee grace to knowethis one thing ; 

For now is this Treatiſe brought to an end: 

And Gdd for his mercie to his blifle ys bring, 

Santtus Santis, Santius where the Angells doe ſing, 

Praiſiog withoutcealtng his »lorious Maieſtic, 

W hich hc in his Kingdomegraunt vs forts ſee. 
RE Ts Amen quod George Ripley, \ © 
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Wricten to King Edvard the 4. 


Honorable Lord, and mo#F vittorious Knight, 
() With grace and vertue abundantly ende\ved, 

T he ſafegardof England, and maintainer of right, 
That God you loneth,mmated he hath well ſhewed : 
Wherefore I tru#t this land ſhalberenewed 
With 10y and riches, with charitie and peace, 

So that olde ranckgrs new wvnderiFrewed, 
Tempeit uons troubles,and Wwretcheanes ſhallceaſe, © 


eAnd therefore ſith I ſee by tokens right eniaent, 

T hat God you guideth,and how that you be vertnom, 
Hating ſinne,and all ſuch as be mſolent, 
How that a manſlaughter to you us odions, 
pon theinagement alſo that you he piteons - 

Me ſeemeth ruthe it were but that you ſhould line long ; 


' For of your great fortune you are not preſumptuons, 


Nor vengeable of ſpirit to rexenge you of each wrong. 


T be/e conſidered With others in your mot noble State, 

Like as God knoweth,and people doo Witnes beare, 

Soentirely me mooneth,that I muſt algate 

Record the [ame,and therein be no flatterers 

And not that only,but alſo to write here ; 
Vito your Hyg hnes,humbly to preſent 

Great ſecrets,which in farre countrie I did learne, 

e1nd which bygrace 10 me moſt vnWorthia are lent, 
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Onceto your Lordſhip ſuch things I did promiſe, 
What time you did commannd to ſend unto me, 
And ſith that I Wrote it in ſecret wiſe, 

Vnto your grace from the V ninerſitie 

Of Louaine, When Ged fortuned me by grace to ſee 
Greater ſecrets and much more perfite, 

Which onely to you I will diſcloſed to be, 

T bat t5 the great Elixer bothred and white. 


For like it you to truſt that truly T haue found, 

T heperfett way of moſt ſecret Alchymie, 

Which [ will nener truly for marks nor for pound 
Make common but to you,and that conditionally, 
That to yewre ſelſe you ſhalt keepe it Full ſecretly, 
And only towſe it as may beto Goa: pleaſure, 
Elle in time comming to God | ſhould abye, 

For my diſconering of bis ſecret treaſure. 


T herefore be you well adusfed and with geod deliberation, 
For of this ſecret ſhall knovy ne other creature, 
But onely you as} make faithful proteſt ation, 
For all the time that herein life 7 ſhall endure, 
Whereto 7 will your Lordſhip me enſare, 

To my deſire in this my oath for to apree, 

Leaſt I to me the wrath of Gea procure, 

For ſuch rexealing ofhis great gift and prinitie, 


If God fortune you by me to Win this treaſure, 

Serue him dexowtly with more law de andthanksng, 
Prayme his Godhead mlife that you may (6 endure, 
Hs giftsof grace;and fortune to ſe to his pleaſing, 

e HH oft eſpecially mtending ouer all thing, 

T o your power and cunning bis precepts ten 

Ss to obſerue,that into no danger your ſelfe you; bring, 
But that you in glory mayſee bin hereafter, «Amen. 
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The Epiſtle. 
And yet moreouer I will your Lordſhip to pardon me, 
* Eor openly with pen I Wall t nener it write, 
But whenſeeuer Jo hiſt by pratti/e you ſhall ſee, 
By mouth alſo this precious ſecret, moſt of delight, 
How may be madeperfett Elixers bothred and white, 
Plaineynto your Lordſhsp it ſhall declared be, 
Andif it pleaſe you,with eaſic expences and reſpite, 
1willthem Wworke by grace of the T rinitie. 


But notwithſtanding for perill that may befall, 

If 1 dare not here plainely the knotte unbinat, 

Tet in my Writing I \yill not be ſo miſiicall, 

But that by ſtugie the true knowledge you may finde, 
HoW that each thing is multiplied mn his kende, 

And bow the likenes of bodies metaline be tranſmutable 
I will declare, that if you feele me in your minae, 

Ay Writing you ſhall finde true and nofained fable. 


As Phileſophers in the matheors doe\prite, 

T be hkenes of bodies metalme be not tranſmutable, 

But after he added theſe Wwordes of more delight, 
Without they bereduced totheir beginning materiable, 
Wherefore ſuch bodies Wit hin nature be lquiable, 
Aſmerall and metaline may be mercurizate, 

Conceiue you may this ſcience 15 not opimonable, 


But very true, by Raymond and ethers determinate, 


In the ſaide booke the Philoſophers ſpeaks alſo, 

T herein if it pleaſe your Hrghnes for toreadt, 

Of aiers ſulpbures,and eſpecially of tyo, 

And of two mercuries toyned to them indeed, 
Whereby he doth true underſtanders leade, 

| Tothe knowledge of the principle Which ts onely trew, 
Both red, moiſt, pure,and whe ,as | bane eſpied, 


Which be nexertheleſſe faund but of verie fey, 
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 TheEpiſtle, 
And theſe twethings be beſt, he addeth anone 
For him that worketh the Alchymae te take: 


Our golde and our ſiluer therewsth to make all one, 
Wherefore I ſay Who Will our pearle and Ruby make, 


T he ſaid principles looke he not forſake : 

For at the beginning, if his principles be true, 
And if ſo be by craft he can them alſo bake, 
In th'end truly his worke he ſhall net rue. 


But one preat ſecret right needfull to be knowne, 
T hat though the Philoſophers ſpeake plurally, 
eAll is but one thing you may me well troWwe, 
Inkinde Which ts our baſe principally, 


Whereef doth (pring both white andred naturally, 


Andyet the white muſt come firſt out of thered, 
Which thing is not Wrought mankally, 
But naturally, craft helping out of our lead. 


For all the partes of our moſt precious ſtone, 
eA' I can prone, be coeſſentiall and concrete, 
Aereoncr there i; notrue principle but one, 
Full lowg it was ere | therewith could meete, 
Who can reduce him and knoweth bu beate, 
And onely kinde with kande can wellredreſſe, 
Tl filthie originallbe clenſed from his ſeate, 
He likely is to finde our ſecrets more and leſſe. 


T herefore worke kindeonely with his owpne hande, 


«And ſo your Elements toyne that they not ſtrine, 


T his poynt alſo for any beare in minae, 

That paſſine natures you turne mto abtine, 
Of water, fire, and wide of earthmakg bliue, 
And of the quadrangle make a figure round, 
Then haue thou the honie of our bee-hine, 
One ounce well worth one thenſand pound, 
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The Epiſtle, 
T he princopall ſecret of ſecrets all, 
[« true proportion Which may not be behinde, 
Where I connſell thee be not ſuperficial, 
T bz true concluſion if you thinke to finde, 
T urne earth into water and water mtowinde, 
T herefore make fire and beWare of the flood 
Of Noah,wherei many men are ſo blinde, 1 
T hat by this ſcience they get little good. | 


[ counſell youeate and drink temperately, 

And beware Well that Ipoſarcha come not im place, 
Neſhe not your Wombe by drinking immoaerately, 

Leaſt you quench naturall heate in little ſpace, 

T be colour will tell appearmg in your face, 

Drinke no more therefore than you may eate, 

Walke vp and downe after an eaſie pace, ' 
( hafe not your bodie too ſore toſweate, 


With eaſie fire after mouing When you ſweate, 

Warme your bodie and make it arie againe, 

By riuers and fountaines Wwalke after meate, 

At morning time viſit the high mountaine, 

T hat Phiſick, ſo biadeth [read certaine, 

So bigh the mountaines yet doe younot aſcend, 

But that you may downwarde your way haue plaine, 
eAnd with your mantlefrom colde ye you defend. 


Such labour is wholeſome your ſweat for to arie 

With napkin, and after it ſee you take no colde, 

For groſſe humors be purged by ſiweate kindely, 

Vſe Diacameron then confett with perfett golde, 
Hermidocles for Watxy humors good I holde, 

Uſe 7pericon perforat With milke of tinfturiall, 

And ſperma Czti with red wine,and when you wax olde, 
Ana Goats milke ſod with wine nouriſheth moyſture radicall. 
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The Epiſtle. 


But a 000d Phiſition Who ſo intendeth to be, 

Our lower Aſtronomie needeth well to know, 

And after that to learne well urme m a glaſſe to ſee, 
eAnd if it neede to be chafedthe fire for to bloW, 

T hen wittily it by diuers wayes for to throw 

After the cauſe to make a meaicie bliue, 

T ruly telling the infirmities all on a row, 


Who-this can doe by his Phiſick, is like to thrive, 


V Ve hane our heauen tncorruptible of the quinteſſence, 
Ornate With fiones, Elements,and ſtarres bright, 
VVhich moyſteth oar earth by ſubtill influence, 

And of it a ſecret ſulphure hid from ſight, 

It fetcheth by vertue of his actine might, 

Like as the Bee fetcheth honey out of the flower, 

VV hich thing could doe noother Worldly Wight. 
Therefore to God be all glory and honour. 


And like as yce ta Water doth relent, 

VVhere it was congealed by violence of colde, 
V/hen Phebus it ſhineth with his heate influent, 
Euen ſo to water minerallreduced is our polde, 
eAs witneſſeth plainely, Albert, Raymond,and Arnold, 
By heate and moyſture and by craft occaſionate, 
VVhich congelation of the ſpirits, loe noWp-f hae toldt, 
Ho our materialls together muſt be proportionate. 


Alt the dyers craft youmay learne thisſcience, 
Beholding with Water how decoition they make 
Upon the wad or madder eaſily and with patrence, 
Till tinflures doe appeare which then the cloth doth take, 
T herein ſo fixed that they will newer forſake 
T becloth,for waſhing after they ioynta1 
Enen ſo our tinttures With the water of our lake, 


Ve draw by boyling vvith the aſhes of Hermes tree. | 


VVhich 
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TheEpiſtle. 
Which tinftures when they by craft are made perfite, 
So ayeth mettle; with colours aye permanent, 
eAfter the qualitie of the mearime,red orwhite, 
T hat neuer away with anie fire Wilbe brent : 
To this example if you take good tent, 
Vnto your purpoſe the rather you ſhall winne. 


eAnd let your fire be eaſie,and not too feruent, 
Where nature did leaue What time you did beginne. 


Fir#t calcine,and after that putrifie, 
D:iſſolue,aiitiil, ſablime,aiſcend and fixe, 
With Aqua vite oft time both waſh and arie, 


/ And make a marriage the bodie and fpirite betW1ixt, 


Which thus together naturallie if you can mixe, 
In looſing of the bodie the water congeald ſhalbe, 
T hen ſhall the bodie die vtterlie of the flaxe, 


Bleeding aud changing his colours,as you ſhall ſee. 


T hethird day agame to life he ſhall ariſe, 

eAndaenoure birds,and beafts of the wilderneſſe, 

Crowes, popingates, pies, peacocks and manon, 

T he Phenix with the Eagle,and the Griffin of fearfulneſſe, 

The preene Lion, with thered Dragon he ſhall qi5Freſſe, 
With the White Dragon,and the Antelop Ynicorne & Panther, 
Wit h other beats and birds both more and lefſſe, 

The Baſilicke alſo,which almo#t each one doth feare. 


7n bus and nibus he (hall ariſe and deſcend, 
Vp to the Moone,and ſith vp to the Sunne, 
Through the Ocean ſea which round t withouten end, 


Onely ſhippen Within a lutle glaſſen tunne , 

When be ts there come,then 1 the maſtrie Wonne : 
Avont Which zourney,great goods you ſhall not ſpend, 
And yet you ſhall be glad that ener it Was begunne, 
Patiently if you t15t to your worke attend, 
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TheEpiſtle. 

For then both bedie and _ with oyle and water, 

Soule,and tintture,one thing both white and red, 

eAfter colours variableit containeth,Wina! (ouer men clatter; 

Which alſo ts called after he bath once been dead 

eAnd i renined,our Markaſide,our Magnet,and our lead, 

Our Sulphur,our Arſmike,and our true Calx vine, 

Onur Sunne,our Moone,our ferment and our bread, 

Our toad,our Baſuliske.our unknowen bodie,our man,our wife. 


Our boate thus naturally by craft when he is renouate 

Of the fir#F order,is medicine called in our Philoſophie , 
Which oftentimes againe muff be propertualicate, 

T heround wheele turning of our Aftronomie, 

And ſo tothe Elixer of ſpirits you mu#t come : for Why 

T ill the ſonne of the fixed by the ſonne of the fixer be onergone, 
Elixer of bodies,named it is onely, 

And this found ſecret poynt deceaneth manie one. 


T his naturall proces by helpeof craft thus conſummate, 
Diſſolueth Elixer ſpiritual in our unituons humiditie, 

T ben in Balneo £ Mare together let them be circulate, 

Like new honie or oyle,till perfetHy they be thickned, 

T hen Will that medicine heale all infirmitze, 

eAnd turn all mettals to Sunne and Moone perfeitly, 
T bus you ſhall make thegreat Elixer,and eAurum potabile, 
By the graceand will of God,to whom be all honour and glorie. 


Amen. quod George Ripley. 


FIN IS. 


George 
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Gcorge Ripleys Wheelementionedinhis Worke. 
In the Surne be puts bis tabernacle, 
Sunne ant meone bleſſed be ye, 

The flettds went avuaie inthe drith, Sol converted inte dayknes, nd Loma ——_ 
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The Swunne is in the eclipſe, an4 the 
Moone shgll not shine by might, 


pi brought wnater out of the ſtone, ] 
& ole ont of the moit hard rock. [. 


Our heaven this figure called is, 
cur table alſo of the lower aſtronomy, 
Which vnderſtood thou canſt not mis; 
to make our medicine pertealy, 
on it therefore ſ{erthou thy ſtudie, 
And vnto» God both night & day, 
Eur grace, and tor the Author pray. 
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To the indifferent Reader. 


, Oraſi "#-+.(Gentle reader)as nothing 
" > canbeperformed,with what ſingulart- 
ty of udgement, exquiſite foreſight, 
| greatcare and diligenceſocuer, inany 
A action of importance, but that ſome 
, faultor errormuſt ofneceſlitie be co« 
\ mitted, 1t being an vnſeperablepro- 

perticof nature accidentynto men to 
erre;for thatit 1$impoſlible for the moſt 
curious, quickeſt, and piercing eye to ſee all things: Lhope 
therefore thou wilt not finde it ſtrange, if any thing haue bin 
miſtaken by me 1n deciphering of this worke, by conference 
of many olde rude and ill-yritten Copies , out of which the 
ſame with great traueland induſtry hath been gathered, as the 
Roſefrom among the Briersand Thornes,or the ſweete Violet 
out of the Nettles: for that euery man carried with aſcuerall 
opinion andſenſe,thinketh beſt of his 1udgement, Copie and 
correRion: whereupon it was not poſlible for me to ground a. 
ny certaintie.ifI had not happened on a moſt auncient recorde 
thereof,and vicd the afliſtance ofamoſt notable and experien- 
ced deciphererof olde and vnperfett writing,and after confer- 
red with many sk!|full perſons in this high Arte: praying thee 
ifin reading hereof thou ſhalt note any fault 1n matter or 
form2,tharthou wilt curteouſly note the ſame and ſend 1t vnto 
me, or the houſe of Peter Bale in the Olde Bayly , tobee cor- 
rected vppn the next generall impreſſion, there being but a 
ſmall nurwber of theſe Bookes imprinted, remayning at this 
time in h1s handes tobe priuately deliuercd to the learned & 
defirous thereof, Yale, | 
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